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City – States in Mesopotamia

Two rivers flow from the mountains of what is now Turkey, down
through Syria and Iraq and finally to the Persian Gulf. Over six
thousand years ago, the waters of these rivers provided the lifeblood
that allowed the formation of farming settlements. These grew into
villages and then cities:
Geography of the Fertile Crescent
A desert climate dominates the landscape between the Persian Gulf
and the Mediterranean Sea in Southwest Asia. Yet within this dry
region lies an arc of land that provided some of the best farming
southwest Asia. The region‟s curved shape and the richness of its land
led scholars to call it the Fertile Crescent. It includes the lands facing
the Mediterranean Sea and a plain that become known as
Mesopotamia. The word in Greek means “Land between the rivers”.
The rivers framing Mesopotamia are the Tigris and Euphrates. They
flow southeastward to the Persian Gulf. The Tigris and Euphrates
flooded Mesopotamia at least once a year. As the floodwater receded,
it left a thick bed of mud called silt. Farmers planted grain in this rich,
new soil and irrigated the fields with rivers water. The results were
large quantities of wheat and barley at harvest time. The surpluses
from their harvests allowed villages to grow.
Environmental challenges. People first began to settle and farm the
flat, swampy lands in southern Mesopotamia before 4500 B.C.
Around 3300 B.C. the people called Sumerians, arrived on the scene.
Good soil was the advantage that attracted these settlers. However,
there were three disadvantages to their new environment:
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1. Unpredictable flooding combined with a period of little or no
rain. The land sometimes became almost a desert.
2. With no natural barriers for protection, a Sumerian village was
nearly defenseless.
3. The natural resources of Sumer were limited. Building materials
and other necessary items were scarce.

Solving problems through organization. Over a period of time, the
people of Sumer created solutions to deal with these problems.
1. To provide water, they dug irrigation ditches that carried river
water to their fields and allowed them to produce a surplus of
crops.
2. For defense, they built city walls with mud bricks.
3. Sumerians traded their grain, cloth and crafted tools with the
peoples of the mountains and the desert. In exchange, they
received raw materials such as stone, wood and metal.
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These activities required organization, cooperation and leadership. It
took many people working together, for example, for the Sumerians
to construct their large irrigation systems. Leaders were needed to
plan the projects and supervise the digging. These projects also
created a need for laws to settle disputes over how land and water
would be distributed. These leaders and laws were the beginning of
the organized government and eventually of civilization.
Sumerians Create City – States
The Sumerians stand out in history as one of the first groups of people
to form a civilization. Five key characteristics set Sumer apart from
earlier human societies are: (1) advanced cities, (2) specialized
workers, (3) complex institutions, (4) record keeping, and (5)
improved technology. All the later people who lived in this region of
the world built upon innovation of Sumerian Civilization.
By 300 B.C. the Sumerian had built a number of cities, each
surrounded by fields of barley and wheat. Although, these cities
shared the same culture, they developed their own governments, each
with its own rulers. Each city and the surrounding land it controlled
formed a city-state. A city-state functioned much as an independent
country does today. Sumerian city-states included Uruk, Kish,
Lagash, Umma and Ur. As in Ur, the center of all Sumerian cities
was the walled temple with a Ziggurat in the middle. There the priests
and rulers appealed to the gods for the well-being of the city-state.
Priests and rulers share control. Sumer‟s earliest governments were
controlled by the temple priests. The farmers believed that the success
of their crops depended upon the blessings of the gods, and the priests
acted as go-betweens with the gods. In addition to being a place of
worship, the Ziggurat was like a city hall. From the Ziggurat the
priests managed the irrigation system; priests demanded a portion of
every farmer‟s crop as taxes.
In time of war, however, the priests didn‟t lead the city. Instead, men
of the city chose a tough fighter who could command the city‟s
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soldiers. At first, a commander‟s power ended as soon as the war was
over. After 3000 B.C. wars between cities became more and more
frequent. Gradually, Sumerian priests and people gave commanders
permanent control of standing armies.
In time, some military leaders became full-time rulers. These rulers
usually passed their power on to their sons, who eventually passed it
on to their own heirs. Such a series of rulers from a single family is
called a dynasty. After 2500 B.C. many Sumerian city-states came
under the rule of dynasties.
The spread of cities. Sumer‟s city-states grew prosperous from the
surplus food produced on their farms. These surpluses allowed
Sumerians to increase long-distance trade; exchanging the extra food
and other goods for items they needed.
By 2500 B.C. new cities were arising all over the Fertile Crescent, in
what are now Syria, northern Iraq and Turkey. Sumerians exchanged
products and ideas, such as living in cities, with neighboring cultures.
This process in which a new idea or a product spreads from one
culture to another is called cultural diffusion.
Sumerian Culture
The belief systems, social structure, technology
and arts of the Sumerians reflected their
civilization‟s triumph over its dry and harsh
environment.
A religion of many gods. Like many peoples in
the Fertile Crescent, the Sumerians believed that
many different gods controlled the various forces
in nature. The belief in more than one god is
called Polytheism. Enlil, the god of storms and air, was among the
most powerful gods. Sumerians feared him as „the raging flood that
has no rival‟. Demons known as Ugallu protected humans from the
evil demons who caused disease, misfortune and misery.
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Sumerians described their gods as doing many of the same things
humans do – falling in love, having children, quarreling and so on.
Yet the Sumerians also believed that their gods were both immortal
and all-powerful. Humans were nothing but their servants. At any
moment, the mighty anger of the gods might strike, sending a fire, a
flood or an enemy to destroy a city. To keep the gods happy, the
Sumerians built impressive Ziggurats for them and offered rich
sacrifices of animals, food and wine.
Sumerians worked hard to earn the god‟s protection in this life. Yet,
they expected little help from the gods after death. The Sumerians
believed that the souls of the dead went to the „land of no return‟ a
dismal, gloomy place between the earth‟s crust and the ancient sea.
No joy awaited souls there. A passage in a Sumerian poem describes
the fate of dead souls “Dust is their fare and clay their food”.
Life in Sumerian society. With civilization came the beginning of
what we call social classes. Kings, landholders, and some priests
made up the highest level in Sumerian society. Wealthy merchants
ranked next. The vast majority of ordinary Sumerian people worked
with their hands in fields and workshops. At the
lowest level of Sumerian society were the slaves.
Some slaves were foreigners who had been
captured in war. Some slaves were foreigners who
had been captured in war. Others were Sumerians
who had been sold into slavery as children to pay
the debts of their poor parents. Debt slaves could
hope to eventually buy their freedom.
Social class affected the lives of both men and women. Sumerian
women could work as merchants. Women could also join the
priesthood. Some upper-class women did learn to read and write,
though Sumer‟s written records mention few female scribes.
However, Sumerian women had more rights than women in many
later civilizations.
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Sumerian Science and Technology. Historians believe that
Sumerians invented the wheel, the sail and the plow and that they
were among the first to use bronze. Many new ideas and inventions
arose from the Sumerian‟s practical needs.
1. Arithmetic and geometry. In order to erect city walls and
buildings, plan irrigation systems and survey flooded fields,
Sumerians needed arithmetic and geometry. They developed a
number systems in base 60 (60 seconds = 1 minute) and the 360
degrees of a circle.
2. Architectural innovation. Arches, columns, ramps and the
pyramid shaped design of the Ziggurat and permanently
influenced Mesopotamian civilization.
3. Cuneiform. Sumerians created a system of writing. One of the
first known maps was made on a clay tablet in about 300 B.C.
Other tablets contain some of the oldest written records of
scientific investigations in the areas of astronomy, chemistry
and medicine.
The First Empire Builders
From 2000 to 3000 B.C. the city-states of Sumer were almost
constantly at war with one another. The weakened city-states could no
longer ward off attacks from the peoples of the surrounding deserts
and hills. Although, the Sumerians never recovered from the attacks
on their cities, their civilization didn‟t die. Succeeding sets of rulers
adapted the basic ideas of Sumerian culture to meet their own needs.
Sargon of Akkad. About 2350 B.C. a conqueror named Sargon
defeated the city-states of Sumer. Sargon led his army from Akkad a
city state north of Sumer. The Akkadians had long before adopted
most aspects of Sumerian culture. Sargon‟s conquest helped to spread
that culture even farther, beyond the Tigris – Euphrates Valley.
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By taking control of both northern and southern Mesopotamia, Sargon
created the world‟s first empire. An empire brings together several
peoples, nations or previously independent states under the control of
one ruler. At its height, the Akkadian Empire loosely controlled land
from the Mediterranean Coast in the west to present-day Iran in the
east. Sargon‟s dynasty lasted only about 200 years, after which it
declined due to internal fighting, invasions and a famine.
Babylonian Empire in about 2000 B.C. nomadic warriors knows as
Amorites invaded Mesopotamia. Gradually, the Amorites
overwhelmed the Sumerians and established their capital ay Babylon
on the Euphrates River. The Babylonian Empire reached its peak
during the reign of Hammurabi from 1972 B.C. to 1750 B.C.
Hammurabi‟s most enduring legacy is the code of laws he put
together.
Hammurabi’s code Hammurabi recognized that a single uniform
code of laws would help to unify the diverse groups within his
empire. He collected existing rules, judgments and laws into the code
of Hammurabi. Hammurabi had the code engraved in stone and
copies were placed all over his empire.
The code lists 282 specific laws dealing with
everything that affected the community,
including family relations, business conduct
and crime. Since many people were merchants,
traders or farmers, for example, many of the
sought to protect women and children from
unfair treatment. The laws tell us a great deal
about the Mesopotamian‟s beliefs and what
they valued.
Although the code set out the goals for this
body of law. It is said “To bring about the rule
of righteousness in the land, to destroy the
wicked and the evil-doers; so that the strong
should not the harm the weak”. Thus,
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Hammurabi‟s code reinforced the principle that government had a
responsibility for what occurred in society. For example, if a man was
robbed and the thief was not caught, the government was required to
compensate the victim.
Nearly two centuries after Hammurabi‟s reign, the Babylonian
Empire which had become much smaller, fell to the neighboring
Kassites. Over the years, new groups dominated the Fertile Crescent.
Yet the later peoples, including Assyrians, Phoenicians and Hebrews
would adopt many ideas of the early Sumerians. Meanwhile, a similar
pattern of development, rise and fall was taking place to the west
along the Nile River in Egypt.
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Questions
1. What were the three environmental challenges to Sumerians?
2. How did the Sumerians view the gods?
3. What areas of life did Hammurabi‟s code cover?
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Pyramids on the Nile

To the west of the Fertile Crescent in Africa, another river makes its
way to the sea. While Sumerian civilization was on the rise, a similar
process took place along the banks of this river, the Nile in Egypt. Yet
the Egyptian civilization turned out to be very different from the
collection of city – states in Mesopotamia. Early on, Egypt was united
into a single Kingdom, which allowed it to enjoy a high degree of
unity, stability and cultural continuity over a period of 3,000 years.
The Geography of Egypt
From the highlands of East Africa to the Mediterranean sea, the Nile
River flows northward across Africa for over 4,100 miles, making it
the longest river in the world. A thin ribbon of water in a parched
desert land, the great river brings its water to Egypt from distant
mountains, plateaus and lakes in present-day Burundi, Uganda and
Ethiopia.
Egypt‟s settlements arose along the Nile on a narrow strip of land
made fertile by the river. The change from fertile soil to desert – from
the Black Land to the Red Land – was so abrupt that a person could
stand with one foot in each.
The Gift of the Nile As in Mesopotamia, yearly flooding brought the
water and rich soil that allowed settlements to grow. Every year in
July, rains and melting snow from the mountains of East Africa
caused the Nile River to rise and spill over its banks. When the river
receded in October, it left behind a rich deposit of fertile black mud
called silt.
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Before the scorching sun could dry out the soil, the peasants would
prepare their wheat and barley fields. All fall and winter they watered
their crops from a network of irrigation ditches.
In an otherwise parched land, the abundance brought by the Nile was
so great that the Egyptians worshipped it as a god who gave life and
seldom turned against them. As the ancient Greek historian Herodotus
remarked in the fifth century B.C. Egypt was the “gift of the Nile”.
Environmental challenges Egyptian farmers were much more
fortunate than the villagers of Mesopotamia. Compared to the
unpredictable Tigris and Euphrates rivers, the Nile was a regular as
clockwork. Even so, life in Egypt had its risks.

 When the Nile‟s floodwaters were just a few feet lower than
normal, the amount of fresh silt and water for crops was greatly
reduced. Thousands of people starved.
 When floodwaters were a few feet higher than usual, the
unwanted water destroyed houses and the precious seeds that
farmers needed for planting.
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 The vast and forbidding deserts on either side of the Nile acted
as natural barriers between Egypt and other lands. They forced
Egyptians to live on a very small portion of the land and reduced
interaction with other peoples. However, the deserts shut out
invaders. For much of it‟s clearly history, Egypt was spared the
constant warfare that plagued the Fertile Crescent.
Upper Egypt and Lower Egypt Ancient Egyptians lived along the
Nile from the mouth well into the interior of Africa. River travel was
common, but it ended at the point in the Nile where boulders turn the
river into churning rapids called a cataract. This made it impossible
for riverboats to pass this spot, known as the First Cataract, to
continue upstream south to the interior of Africa.
Between the First Cataract and the Mediterranean lay two very
different regions. Because its elevation is higher, the river area in the
south is called Upper Egypt. It is a skinny strip of land from the First
Cataract to the point where the river starts to fan out into many
branches. To the north, near the sea, Lower Egypt includes the Nile
delta region. The delta is a broad, marshy, triangular area of land
formed by deposits of silt at the mouth of the river.
The Nile provided a reliable system of transportation between Upper
and Lower Egypt. The Nile flows north, so northbound boats simply
drifted with the current. Southbound boats hoisted a wide sail. The
prevailing winds of Egypt blow from north to south, carrying
sailboats against the river current. The ease of contact made possible
by this watery highway helped unify Egypt‟s villages and promote
trade.
Egypt Unites into a Kingdom
Egyptians lived in farming villages as far back 5000 B.C. perhaps
even earlier. Each village had its own rituals, gods and chieftain. By
3200 B.C. the villages of Egypt were under the rule of two separate
kingdoms, Lower Egypt and Upper Egypt. Eventually the two
kingdoms were united. There is conflicting historical evidence over
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who united Upper and Lower Egypt. Some evidence points to a king
called Scorpion. More solid evidence points to a king named Narmer.
The king of Lower Egypt wore a red crown and the king of Upper
Egypt wore a tall white crown shaped like a bowling pin. A carved
piece of slate known as the Narmer Palette shows Narmer wearing the
crown of Lower Egypt on one side and the crown of Upper Egypt on
the other side. Some scholars believe the Palette celebrates the
unification of Egypt around 3000 B.C.
Narmer created a double crown from the red and white crowns. It
symbolized a united kingdom. He shrewdly settled his capital,
Memphis, near the spot where Upper and Lower Egypt met, and
established the first Egyptian dynasty. Eventually, the history of
ancient Egypt would consist of 31 dynasties, spanning 2,600 years.
Historians suggest that the pattern for Egypt‟s great civilization was
set during the period from 3200 to 2700 B.C. The period from 2660 to
2180 B.C. known as the Old Kingdom, marks a time when these
patterns became widespread.
Pharaohs Rule as Gods The role of the king was one striking
difference between Egypt and Mesopotamia. In Mesopotamia, kings
were considered to be representatives of the gods. To the Egyptians,
kings were gods. The Egyptians god-kings, called pharaohs were
thought to be almost as splendid and powerful as the gods of the
heavens. This type of government in which rule is based on religious
authority is called a Theocracy.
The pharaoh stood at the center of Egypt‟s religion as well as its
government and army. Egyptians believed that the pharaoh bore full
responsibility for the kingdom‟s well-being. It was the pharaoh who
caused the sun to rise, the Nile to flood and the crops to grow. It was
the pharaoh‟s duty to promote truth and justice.
Builders of the Pyramids Egyptians believed that their king ruled
even after his death. He had an eternal life force or ka, which
continued to take part in the governing of Egypt. In the Egyptians
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mind, the ka remained much like a living king in its needs and
pleasures. Since kings expected to reign forever, their tombs were
even more important than their palaces. For the kings of the Old
Kingdom, the resting place after death was an immense structure
called a Pyramid. The old kingdom was the great age of pyramid
building in ancient Egypt.
These magnificent monuments were remarkable engineering
achievements built by people who had not even begun to use the
wheel. Unlike the Sumerians, however, the Egyptians did have a good
supply of stone, both granite and limestone. For the great pyramid of
Giza, for example, the limestone facing was quarried just across the
Nile. Each perfectly cut stone block weighed at least 2 ½ tons. Some
weighed 15 tons. More than 2 million of these blocks were stacked
with precision to a height of 481 feet. The entire structure covered
more than 13 acres.
The pyramids also reflect the strength of the Egyptian civilization.
They show that old kingdom dynasties had developed the economic
strength and technological means to support massive public works
projects as well as the leadership and government organization to
carry them out.
Egyptian Culture
With the nature so much in their favor, Egyptians tended to approach
life more confidently and optimistically than their neighbors in the
Fertile Crescent. Religion played an important role in the lives of
Egyptians.
Religion and Life Like the Mesopotamian‟s the early Egyptians were
polytheistic, believing in many gods. The most important gods were
Re, the sun god and Osiris, the god of the dead. In all Egyptians
worshipped more than 2,000 gods and goddesses. They built huge
temples to honor the major deities.
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In contrast to the Mesopotamians, with their bleak view of death,
Egyptians believed in an afterlife, a life that continued after death.
Egyptians believed they would be judged for their deeds when they
died. Anubis, god and guide of the underworld, would weigh each
dead person‟s heart. To win eternal life, the heart could be no heavier
than a feather. If the heart tipped the scale, showing that it was heavy
with sin, a fierce beast known as the Devourer of Souls would pounce
on the impure heart and gobble it up. But if the soul passed this test
for purity and truth, it would live forever in the beautiful Other
World.
People of all classes planned for their burials, so that they might
safely reach the Other World. Kings and queens built great tombs
such as the pyramids and other Egyptians built smaller tombs. Royal
and elite Egyptian‟s bodies were preserved by Mummification which
involves embalming and drying the corpse to prevent it from
decaying.
Attendants placed the mummy in a coffin inside a tomb.
Then they filled the tomb with items the dead person
could use in the afterlife, such as clothing, food,
cosmetics and jewelry. Many Egyptians purchased
scrolls that contained hymns, prayers and magic spells
intended to guide the soul in the afterlife. This collection
of texts is known as the Book of the Dead.
Pyramids and Mummies
Etched into some of the stones of the pyramids are the
nicknames of the teams of workers who built them –
“the Vigorous Gang” and “the Craftsman Gang” for
example, just as construction workers today leave their
marks on the skyscrapers they build, the pyramid
builders scratched messages for the ages inside the
pyramids.
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Who were the pyramid builders? Peasants provided most of the labor.
They worked for the government when the Nile was in flood and they
could not farm. In return for their service, though, the country
provided the workers with food and housing during this period.

Life in Egyptian Society: Like the grand monuments to the kings,
Egyptian society formed a pyramid. The king, queen and royal family
stood at the top. Below them were the other members of the upper
class, which included wealthy landowners, government officials,
priests and army commanders. The next tier of the pyramid was the
middle class, which included merchants and artisans. At the base of
the pyramid was the lower class, by far the largest class. It consisted
of peasant farmers and laborers. In the later periods of Egyptian
history, slavery became a widespread source of labor. Slaves, usually
captives from foreign wars, served in the homes of the rich or toiled
endlessly in the gold mines of Upper Egypt.
The Egyptians were not locked into their social classes. Lower-andmiddle-class Egyptians could gain higher status through marriage or
success in their jobs. Even some slaves could hope to earn their
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freedom as a reward for their loyal service. To win the highest
positions, people had to be able to read and write. Once a person had
these skills, many careers were open in the army, the royal treasury,
the priesthood and the king‟s court.
Women in Egypt held many of the same rights as men. For example, a
wealthy or middle-class woman could own and trade property. She
could propose marriage or seek divorce. If she were granted a divorce,
she would be entitled to one-third of the couple‟s property.
Egyptian Writing As in Mesopotamia, the development of writing
was one of the keys to the growth of Egyptian civilization. Simple
pictographs were the earliest form of writing in Egypt. But scribes
quickly developed a more flexible writing system called
hieroglyphics. This term comes from the Greek words Hieros and
gluph, meaning „sacred carving‟. As with Sumerian cuneiform
writing, in the earliest form of hieroglyphic writing, a picture stood
for an idea. For instance, a picture of a man stood for the idea of a
man. In time, the system changed so that pictures stood for sounds as
well as ideas. The owl, for example, stood for an m sound or for the
bird itself. Hieroglyphs could be used almost like letters of the
alphabet.
Although hieroglyphs were first written on stone and clay, as in
Mesopotamia, the Egyptians soon invented a better writing surface
papyrus reads. These grew in the marshy delta. The Egyptians split
the layers, dampened them, and then pressed them. As the papyrus
dried, the plant‟s sap glued the strips together into a paper like sheet.
Egyptian Science and Technology Practical needs led to many
Egyptian inventions. For example, the Egyptians developed a
calendar to help them keep track of the time between floods and to
plan their planting season. Priests observed that the same star – Sirius
– appeared above the eastern horizon just before the floods came.
They calculated the number of days between one rising of the star and
the next as 365 days – a solar year. They divided this year into 12
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months of 30 days each and added five days for holidays and feasting.
This calendar was so accurate that it fell short of the true solar year by
only six hours.
Egyptians developed a system of written numbers for counting,
adding and subtracting. The system would have helped to assess and
collect taxes. Scribes used an early form of geometry to survey and
reset property boundaries after the annual floods. Mathematical
knowledge helped Egypt‟s skillful engineers and architects make
accurate measurements to construct their remarkable pyramids and
palaces. Egyptian architects were the first to use stone columns in
homes, palaces and temples.
Egyptian medicine was also famous in the ancient world. Egyptian
doctors knew how to check a person‟s heart rate by feeling for a pulse
in different parts of the body. They set broken bones with splints and
had effective treatments for wounds and fevers. They also used
surgery to treat some conditions.
Invaders Control Egypt
The power of the pharaohs declined about 2180 B.C. marking the end
of the Old Kingdom. Strong pharaohs regained control during the
middle kingdom (2040 – 1640 B.C.) and restored law and order. They
improved trade and transportation by digging a canal from the Nile to
the Red Sea. They built huge dikes to trap and channel the Nile‟s
floodwaters for irrigation. They also created thousands of new acres
of farmland by draining the swamps of Lower Egypt.
The prosperity of the Middle Kingdom didn‟t last. In about 1640 B.C.
a group from the area of Palestine moved across the Isthmus of Suez
into Egypt. These people were the Hyksos which means „The rulers of
foreign lands‟. The Hyksos ruled much of Egypt from 1630 to 1523
B.C.
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Work and Play in Ancient Egypt.
For ancient Egyptians, life often involved hard work. When the
weather was good, most worked in the fields, producing food for their
families and for export. During flood season, thousands of the farmers
were called upon to help build the pharaoh‟s temples.
But life was not all about work. Archaeological digs offer evidence
that both upper-class Egyptians and the common people found ways
to enjoy themselves.
Farmers This detail from a tomb painting shows Egyptian farmers at
work. Egyptians grew enough wheat and barley to have food reserves
for themselves and for export to other civilizations. They also grew
fruit and vegetables in irrigated fields.

Cosmetics Ancient Egyptians used cosmetics for both work and play.
They protected field workers from sun and heat and were used to
enhance beauty. Egyptian men and women applied makeup, called
Kohl, to their eyes. They made Kohl from minerals mixed with water.
They also soaked flowers and fragrant woods in oil and rubbed the oil
into their skin. The dark eye makeup softened the glare of the sun.
The oils protected their skin from the dry hair. Egyptians kept their
cosmetics in chests such as the one shown below.
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Questions
1. What do you know about Egyptian writing?
2. When the power of Pharaohs declined in Egypt?
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The Muslim World

The cultures of Arabian Peninsula were in constant contact with one
another for centuries. Southwest Asia (often referred to as the Middle
East) was a bridge between Africa, Asia and Europe; where goods
were traded and new ideas were shared. One set of shared ideas would
become a powerful force for change in the world – the religion of
Islam.
Deserts, Towns and Trade Routes
The Arabian Peninsula is a crossroads of three continents – Africa,
Europe and Asia. It is the longest and widest points; the peninsula is
about 1,200 miles from north to south and 1,300 miles from east to
west. Only a tiny strip of fertile land is South Arabia and Oman and a
few oases can support agriculture. The remainder of the land is desert,
which in the past was inhabited by nomadic Arab herders.
Desert and Town Life On this desert, the Arab nomads, called
Bedouins were organized into tribes and groups called clans. These
clans provided security and support for a life made difficult by the
extreme conditions of the desert. The Bedouin ideals of courage and
loyalty to family, along with their warrior skills, would become part
of the Islamic way of life.
The areas with more fertile soil and the larger oases had enough water
to support farming communities. By the early 600s, many Arabs had
chosen to settle in an oasis or in a market town. Larger towns near the
western coast of Arabia became market towns for local, regional and
long-distance trade goods.
Crossroads of Trade and Ideas By the early 600s, trade routes
connected Arabia to the major ocean and land trade routes. Trade
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routes through Arabia ran from the extreme south of the peninsula to
the Byzantine and Persian Empires to the north. Merchants from these
two empires moved along the caravan routes, trading for goods from
the Silk Roads of the east. They also carried information and ideas
from the world outside Arabia.
Mecca During certain holy months, caravans stopped in Mecca, a city
in western Arabia. They brought religious pilgrims who came to
worship their god and visit the ancient shrine in the city called the
Ka‟aba. The Arabs associated this house of worship with Abraham, a
Hebrew prophet and a believer in one God. Over the years, they had
introduced the worship of many gods and spirits to the place. The
Ka‟aba contained over 360 idols brought by many tribes.

The Prophet Muhammad
Mohamed was born into the clan of a powerful Meccan family.
Orphaned at the age of six, Muhammad was raised by his grandfather
and uncle. He received little schooling and began working in the
caravan trade as a very young man. At the age of 25, Muhammad
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became a trader and business manager for Khadijah, a wealthy
businesswoman of about 40. Later, Muhammad and Khadijah
married. Theirs was both a good marriage and a good business
partnership.
Revelations Muhammad took great interest in religion and often
spent time alone in prayer and meditation. At about the age of 40,
Muhammad‟s life was changed oversight when a voice called to him
while he meditated in a cave outside Mecca. According to Muslim
belief, the voice was that of the angel Gabriel, who told Muhammad
that he was a messenger of Allah.
Then, Muhammad came to believe that the Lord who spoke to him
through Gabriel was Allah. Muhammad became convinced that he
was the last of the prophets. He began to teach that Allah was the one
and only God and that all other gods must be abandoned. People who
agreed to this basic principle of Islam were called Muslims which
means “one who has submitted” Muhammad‟s wife Khadijah and
several close friends and relatives were his first followers.
By 613, Muhammad had begun to preach publicly in Mecca, but he
met with some hostility. Many Meccans believed his revolutionary
ideas would lead to neglect of the traditional Arab gods. They feared
that Mecca would lose its position as a pilgrimage center if people
accepted Muhammad‟s monotheistic beliefs.
The Hijrah After some of his followers had been attacked;
Muhammad decided to leave Mecca in 622. Following a small band
of supporters he sent ahead. Muhammad moved to the town of
Yathrib, over 200 miles to the north of Mecca. This immigration
became known as the Hijrah. The Hijrah to Yathrib marked a turning
point for Muhammad. He attracted many devoted followers. Later,
Yathrib was renamed to Medina.
In Medina, Muhammad displayed impressive leadership skills. He
fashioned an agreement that joined his own people with the Arabs and
Jews of Medina as a single community. These groups accepted
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Muhammad as a political leader. As a religious leader, he drew many
more converts who found his message appealing. Finally, Muhammad
also became a military leader in the growing hostilities between
Mecca and Medina.
Returning to Mecca In 630, the prophet Muhammad and 10,000 of
his followers marched to the outskirts of Mecca. Facing sure defeat,
Mecca‟s leaders surrendered. The prophet entered the city in triumph.
He destroyed the idols in the Ka‟aba and had the call to prayer made
from its roof.
Most Meccans pledged their loyalty to Muhammad and many
converted to Islam. By doing so, they joined the Muslim religious
community. Muhammad died two years later, at about the age of 63.
However, he had taken great strides toward unifying the entire
Arabian Peninsula under Islam.
Beliefs and Practices of Islam
The main teaching of Islam is that there is only one God, Allah. All
other beliefs and practices follow from this teaching. Islam teaches
that there is good and evil, and that each individual is responsible for
the actions of his or her life.
The Five Pillars To be a Muslim, all believers have to carry out five
duties. These duties are known as Five Pillars of Islam.
1. Faith: To become a Muslim, a person has to testify to the
following statement of faith “There is one God but Allah, and
Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah”. This simple statement
is heard again and again in Islamic rituals and in Muslim daily
life.
2. Prayer: Five times a day, Muslims face toward Mecca to pray.
3. Alms. Muhammad taught that all Muslims have a responsibility
to support the less fortunate. Muslims meet that social
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responsibility by giving alms or money for the poor, through a
special religious tax.
4. Fasting: During the Islamic holy month of Ramadan, Muslims
fast between dawn and sunset. A simple meal is eaten at the end
of the day. Fasting serves to remind Muslims that their spiritual
needs are greater than their physical needs.
5. Pilgrimage: All Muslims who are physically and financially
able perform the Hajj or pilgrimage to Mecca, at least once.
Sources of Authority The original source of authority for Muslims is
Allah. According to Islamic belief, Allah expressed his will through
the Angel Gabriel, who revealed it to Muhammad. While Muhammad
lived his followers memorized and recited the revelations he received
from Gabriel. Soon after the prophet‟s death, it was suggested that the
revelations be collected in a book. This book is the Qur‟an, the holy
book of the Muslims.
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The Qur‟an is a written in Arabic and Muslims consider only the
Arabic version to be the true word of Allah. Only Arabic can be used
in worship. Wherever Muslims carried the Qur‟an, Arabic became the
language of worshipers and scholars. Thus, the Arabic language
helped unite conquered peoples as Muslim control expanded.
Muslim‟s believe that Muhammad‟s mission as a prophet was to
receive the Qur‟an and to demonstrate how to apply it in life. To
them, the Sunna or Muhammad‟s example is the best model for
proper living. The guidance of the Qur‟an and Sunna was assembled
in a body of law known as Shari‟a. This system of law regulates the
family life, moral conduct, and business and community life of
Muslims.
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Questions
1. Why was Mecca an important city in western Arabia?
2. What are the five pillars of Islam?
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Islam Expands

When Muhammad died in 632, the community faced a crisis.
Muslims, inspired by the message of Allah, believed they had a duty
to carry his word to the world. However, they lacked a clear way to
choose a new leader. Eventually, they elected as their leader AbuBakr, a loyal friend of Muhammad. In 632, Abu-Bakr became the first
caliph.
Abu-Bakr and the next three elected caliphs – Umar, Uthman and Ali
– all had known Muhammad. They used the Qur‟an and Muhammad‟s
actions as guides to leadership. Abu-Bakr had promised the Muslim
community he would uphold what Muhammad stood for. Shortly after
the prophet‟s death, some tribes on the Arabian Peninsula abandoned
Islam. Others refused to pay taxes and a few individuals even
declared themselves prophets. For the sake of Islam, Abu-Bakr
invoked Jihad.
For the next, two years Abu-Bakr applied this meaning of Jihad to
encourage and justify the expansion of Islam. When Abu-Bakr died in
634, the Muslim state controlled all of Arabia. Under Umar, the
second caliph, Muslim armies conquered Syria and Lower Egypt,
which were part of the Byzantine Empire. They also took parts of the
Sassanid Empire. The next two caliphs, Uthman and Ali, continued to
expand Muslim territory. By 750, the Muslim Empire stretched 6,000
miles from the Atlantic Ocean to the Indus River.
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Reasons for Success The
four caliphs made great
progress in their quest to
spread Islam. Before his
death, Muhammad had
expressed a desire to spread
the faith to the peoples of
the north. Muslims of the
day expressed saw their
victories as a sign of Allah‟s
support and drew energy
and inspiration from their
faith. They fought to defend
Islam and were willing to
struggle to extend its word.
The Muslim armies were
well disciplined and expertly commanded. However, the success of
the armies was also due to weakness in the two empires north of
Arabia. The Byzantine and Sassanid empires had been in conflict for
a long period of time and were exhausted militarily.
Another reason for Muslim success was the persecution suffered by
people under Byzantine or Sassanid rule because they didn‟t support
the official state religions, Christianity or Zoroastrianism. The
persecuted people often welcomed the invaders and their cause and
chose to accept Islam. They were attracted by the appeal of the
message of Islam, which offered equality and hope in this world.
They were also attracted by the economic benefit for Muslims of not
having to pay a poll tax.
Treatment of Conquered Peoples Because the Qur‟an forbade
forced conversion, Muslims allowed the conquered peoples to follow
their own religion. Christians and Jews as “People of the book”
received special consideration. They paid a poll tax each year in
exchange of exemption from military duties. However, they were also
subject to various restrictions on their lives. Before entering the newly
conquered city of Damascus in the northern Arabian province of
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Syria, Khalid Ibn al-Walid, one of Abu-Bakr‟s chief generals, detailed
the terms of surrender.
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Questions
1. What attracted non-Muslims to Islam?
2. Do you think Muhammad should have appointed a successor?
Why or why not?
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The Age of Imperialism

During the 19th and early 20th centuries, Western powers divided
Africa and colonized large areas of Asia. At the Berlin conference in
1884 – 1885, European nations established rules for the division of
Africa with little concern about how their actions would affect the
African people.
Industrialization increased the need for raw materials and new
markets. Western imperialists were driven by this need as they looked
for colonies to acquire.
The Scramble for Africa
Industrialization stirred ambitions in many European nations. They
wanted more resources to fuel their industrial production. They
competed for new markets for their goods. Many nations looked to
Africa as a source of raw materials and as a market for industrial
products. As a result, colonial powers seized vast areas of Africa
during the 19th century and early 20th centuries. This seizure of a
country or territory by a stronger country is called imperialism. As
occurred throughout most of Africa, stronger countries dominated the
political, economic and social life of the weaker countries.
Africa before European Domination
In the mid-1800s, on the eve of the European domination of Africa,
African peoples were divided into hundreds of ethnic and linguistic
groups. Most continued to follow traditional beliefs, while others
converted to Islam or Christianity. These groups spoke more than
1,000 different languages. Politically, they ranged from large empires
that united many ethnic groups to independent villages.

Copyright © 2017 Somali Online University. All rights reserved

Page 35

Europeans had established contacts with Sub-Saharan Africans as
early as the 1450s. However, powerful African armies were able to
keep the Europeans out of most of Africa for 400 years. In fact, as late
as 1880, Europeans controlled only 10 percent of the continent‟s land,
mainly on the coast.
Furthermore, European travel into the interior on a large-scale basis
was virtually impossible. Europeans could not navigate African
rivers, which had many rapids, cataracts and changing flows. The
introduction of steam-powered river boats in the early 1800s allowed
Europeans to conduct major expeditions into the interior of Africa.
Disease also discouraged European exploration. Finally, Africans
controlled their own trade networks and provided the trade items.
These networks were specialized. The Chokwe, for example, devoted
themselves to collecting ivory and beeswax in the Angolan highlands.
Forces Driving Imperialism
The motives that drove colonization in Africa were also at work in
other lands. Similar economic, political and social forces accelerated
the drive to take over land in all parts of the globe. The industrial
revolution in particular provided European countries with a reason to
add lands to their control. As European nations industrialized, they
searched for new markets and raw materials to improve their
economies.
Belief in European Superiority The race for colonies also grew out
of a strong sense of national pride. Europeans viewed an empire as a
measure of national greatness. As the competition for colonies
intensified, each country was determined to plant its flag on as much
of the world as possible.
The push for expansion also came from missionaries who worked to
convert the peoples of Asia, Africa and the Pacific Islands to
Christianity. Many missionaries believed that European rule was the
best way to end evil practices such as the slave trade. They also
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wanted to “civilize” that is, to “Westernize” the peoples of the foreign
land.
The Division of Africa
The scramble for African territory had begun in earnest about 1880.
At that time, the French began to expand from the West African coast
toward western Sudan. The discoveries of diamonds in 1867 and gold
in 1886 in South Africa increased European interest in colonizing the
continent. No European power wanted to be left out of the race.
Berlin Conference Divides Africa The competition was so fierce
that European countries feared war among them. To prevent conflict,
14 European nations met at the Berlin Conference in 1884 – 85 to lay
down rules for the division of Africa. They agreed that any European
country could claim land in Africa by notifying other nations of its
claim and showing it could control the area. The European nations
divided the continent with little thought about how African ethnic or
linguistic groups were distributed. No African ruler was invited to
attend these meetings, yet the conference sealed Africa‟s fate. By
1914, only Liberia and Ethiopia remained free from European control.
Demand for Raw Materials Shapes Colonies When European
countries began colonizing; many believed that Africans would soon
be buying European goods in great quantities. They were wrong; few
Africans bought European goods. However, European businesses still
needed raw materials from Africa. The major source of great wealth
in Africa proved to be the continent‟s rich mineral resources. The
Belgian Congo contained untold wealth in copper and tin. Even these
riches seemed small compared with the gold and diamonds in South
Africa.
Businesses eventually developed cash-crop plantations to grow
peanuts, palm oil, cocoa and rubber. These products displaced the
food crops grown by farmers to feed their families.
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Imperialism
Imperialism is a policy in which one country seeks to extend its
authority by conquering other countries or by establishing economic
and political dominance over other countries. The first chart below
discusses the four forms of imperialist authority. The second chart
shows the two management methods that can be used to control an
area.
Forms of Imperialism
Form
Colony

Protectorate

Definition
A country or a
territory governed
internally by a foreign
country.
A country or a
territory with its own
internal government
but under the control
of an outside power.

Example
Somaliland in East
Africa was a French
colony
Britain established a
protectorate over the
Niger River delta.

Methods of Management
European rulers also developed methods of day-to-day management
of the colony. Two basic methods emerged. Britain and other nations
– such as the United States in its Pacific Island Colonies – preferred
indirect control. France and most other European nations wielded a
more direct control. Later, when colonies gained independence, the
management method used had an influence on the type of government
chosen in the new nation.
Indirect Control Indirect control relied on existing political rulers. In
some areas, the British asked a local ruler to accept British authority
to rule. These local officials handed much of the daily management of
the colony. In addition, each colony had a legislative council that
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included colonial officials as well as local merchants and
professionals nominated by the colonial governor.
The assumption was that the councils would train local leaders in the
British method of government and that a time would come when the
local population would govern itself. This had happened earlier in the
British colonies of Australia and Canada. In the 1890s, the United
States began to colonize. It chose the indirect method of control for
the Philippines.
Direct Control The French and other European powers referred more
direct control of their colonies. They viewed the Africans as unable to
handle the complex business of running a country. Based on this
attitude the Europeans developed a policy called paternalism. Using
that policy, Europeans governed people in a parental way by
providing for their needs but not giving them rights. To accomplish
this, the Europeans brought in their own bureaucrats and did not train
local people in European methods of governing.
The French also supported a policy of assimilation. That policy was
based on the idea that in time, the local populations would adopt
French culture and become like the French. To aid in the transition,
all local schools, courts and businesses were patterned after French
institutions. In practice, the French abandoned the ideal of
assimilation for all but a few places and settled for a policy of
“association” which was similar to indirect control. They recognized
African institutions and culture but regarded them as inferior to
French culture.
African Resistance
As in Nigeria, Africans across the continent resisted European
attempts to colonize their lands. However, the contest between
African states and European powers was never equal because of the
Europeans‟ superior arms. Africans resisted the Europeans with
whatever forces they could raise and often surprised the Europeans
with their military ability. With the single exception of Ethiopia,
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though, all these attempts at resistance ultimately failed. Edward
Morel, a British journalist who lived for a time in the Congo, made an
observation about the Africans‟ dilemma:
Unsuccessful Movements The unsuccessful resistance attempts
included active military resistance and resistance through religious
movements. Algeria‟s almost 50-year resistance to French rule was
one outstanding example of active resistance. The resistance
movement led by Samori Toure in West Africa against the French is
another example. After modernizing his army, Toure fought the
French for 16 years. Africans in German East Africa put their fight in
a spiritual defense. African villagers resisted the German‟s insistence
that they plant cotton, a cash crop for export, rather than attend to
their own food crops. In 1905, the belief suddenly arose that a magic
water (maji-maji) sprinkled on their bodies would turn the German‟s
bullets into water. The uprising became known as the Maji Maji
rebellion. Over 20 different ethnic groups united to fight for their
freedom. The fighters believed that their war had been ordained by
God and that their ancestors would return to life and assist their
struggle.
However, when resistance fighters armed with spears and protected
by the magic water attacked a German machine-gun post. They were
mowed down by the thousands. Officially, Germans recorded 75,000
resisters dead. But more than twice that number perished in the
famine that followed, they made some government reforms in an
effort to make colonialism more acceptable to the Africans.
Ethiopia: A Successful Resistance: Ethiopia was the only African
nation that successfully resisted the Europeans. Its victory was due to
one man – Menelik II. He became emperor of Ethiopia in 1889. He
successfully played Italians, French and British against each other, all
of whom were striving to bring Ethiopia into their spheres of
influence. In the meantime, he built a large arsenal of modern
weapons purchased from France and Russia. In 1889, shortly after
Menelik had signed a treaty with Italy, he discovered differences
between the wording of the treaty in the Ethiopian language and in
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Italian. Menelik believed he was giving up a tiny portion of Ethiopia.
However, the Italians claimed all of Ethiopia as a protectorate.
Meanwhile, Italian forces were advancing into Northern Ethiopia.
Menelik declared war. In 1896, in one of the greatest battles in the
History of Africa – the Battle of Adowa – Ethiopian forces
successfully defeated the Italians and kept their nation independent.
After the battle, Menelik continued to stockpile rifles and other
modern weapons in case another foreign power challenged Ethiopia‟s
liberty.
The Legacy of the Colonial Rule
European colonial rule forever altered Africans‟ lives. In some cases,
the Europeans brought benefits, but for the most part, the effect was
negative.
Negative Effects On the negative side, Africans lost control of their
land and their independence. Many died of new diseases such as
smallpox. They also lost thousands of their people in resisting the
Europeans. Famines resulted from the change to cash crops in place
of subsistence agriculture.
Africans also suffered from a breakdown of their traditional cultures.
Traditional authority figures were replaced. Homes and property were
transferred with little regard to their importance to the people. Men
were forced to leave villages to find ways to support themselves and
their families. Contempt for the traditional culture and admiration of
European life undermined stable societies and caused identity
problems for Africans.
The most harmful political legacy from the colonial period was the
division of the African continent. Long-term rival chiefdoms were
sometimes united, while at other times, kinship groups were split
between colonies. The artificial boundaries combined during
European occupation. These boundaries continue to create problems
for the nations that evolved from the former colonies.
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Positive Effects On the positive side, colonialism reduced local
warfare. Humanitarian efforts in some colonies improved sanitation
and provided hospitals and schools. As a result, lifespan increased and
literacy rates improved. Also positive was the economic expansion.
African products came to be valued on the inter-telegraph lines were
built in African colonies. But, for the most part, these benefited only
European business interests, not Africans‟ lives.
The patterns of behavior of imperialist powers were similar, no matter
where their colonies were located. Dealing with local traditions and
peoples continued to cause problems in other areas of the world
dominated by Europeans.
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Questions
1.
2.
3.
4.

What idea is the policy of assimilation based on?
Why were African resistance movements usually unsuccessful?
Why would the French and Russians sell arms to Ethiopia?
Do you think Europeans could have conquered Africa if the
Industrial Revolution had never occurred? Explain your answer?
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6

The Great War

Advances in weaponry, from movements to machine gun and
airplane, to the invention of the tank, led to mass devastation during
World War I.
The war affected many European economies. Desperate for resources,
the warring governments converted many industries to munitions
factories. They also took greater control of the production of goods.
The quest among European nations for greater power played a role in
causing World War I. By the turn of the 20th century, relations among
these countries had grown increasingly tense.
At the turn of the 20th century, the nations of Europe had been largely
at peace with one another for nearly 30 years. This was accident.
Efforts to outlaw war and achieve a permanent peace had been
gaining momentum in Europe since the middle of the 19 th century. By
1900, hundreds of peace organizations were active. In addition, peace
congresses convened regularly between 1843 – 1907. Some
Europeans believed that progress had made war a thing of the past.
Yet in a little more than a decade, a massive war would engulf Europe
and spread across the globe.
Rising Tensions in Europe
While peace and harmony characterized much of Europe at the
beginning of the 1900s, there were less visible – and – darker – forces
at work as well. Below the surface of peace and goodwill, Europe
witnessed several gradual developments that would ultimately help
propel the continent into war.
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The Rise of Nationalism One such development was the growth of
nationalism, or a deep devotion to one‟s nation. Nationalism can serve
as a unifying force within a country. However, it also can cause
intense competition among nations, with each seeking to overpower
the other. By the turn of the 20 th century, a fierce rivalry indeed had
developed among Europe‟s Great Powers. Those nations were
Germany, Austria –Hungary, Great Britain, Russia, Italy and France.
The increasing rivalry among European nations stemmed from several
sources. Competition for materials and markets was one. Territorial
disputes were another. France, for example, had never gotten over the
loss of Alsace – Lorraine to Germany in the Franco-Prussian War
(1970). Austria – Hungary and Russia both tried to dominate in the
Balkans, a region in southeast Europe. Within the Balkans, the intense
nationalism of Serbs, Bulgarians, Romanians and other ethnic groups
led to demands for independence.
Imperialism and Militarism Another force that helped set the stage
for war in Europe was imperialism. The nations of Europe competed
fiercely for colonies in Africa and Asia. The quest for colonies
sometimes pushed European nations to the brink of war. As European
countries continued to compete for overseas empires, their sense of
rivalry and mistrust of one another deepened.
Yet another troubling development throughout the early years of the
20th century was the rise of a dangerous European arms race. The
nations of Europe believed that to be truly great. They needed to have
a powerful military. By 1914, all the Great Powers except Britain had
large standing armies. In addition, military experts stressed the
importance of being able to quickly mobilize or organize and move
troops in case of a war. Generals in each country developed highly
detailed plans for such a mobilization.
The policy of glorifying military power and keeping an army prepared
for war was known as militarism. Having a large and strong standing
army made citizens feel patriotic. However, it also frightened some
people.
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Crisis in the Balkans
Nowhere was that dispute more likely to occur than on the Balkan
Peninsula. This mountainous in the southeastern cover of Europe was
home to an assortment of ethnic groups. With a long history of
nationalist uprisings and ethnic clashes, the Balkans was known as the
„powder keg” of Europe.
A restless Region By the early 1900s, the Ottoman Empire, which
included the Balkan region, was in rapid decline. While some Balkan
groups struggled to free themselves from the Ottoman Turks, others
already had succeeded in breaking away from their Turkish rulers.
These peoples had performed new nations including Bulgaria, Greece,
Montenegro, Romania and Serbia.
Nationalism was a powerful force in these countries. Each group
longed to extend its borders. Serbia, for example, had a large Slavic
population. It hoped to absorb all the Slavs on the Balkan Peninsula.
Russia itself a mostly Slavic nation, supported Serbian nationalism.
However, Serbia‟s powerful northern neighbor, Austria – Hungary,
opposed such an effort. Austria feared that efforts to create a Slavic
state would stir rebellion among its Slavic population.
In 1908, Austria annexed, or took over, Bosnia and Herzegovina.
These were two Balkan areas with large Slavic populations. Serbian
leaders, who had sought to rule these provinces, were outraged. In the
years that followed, tensions between Serbia and Austria steadily
rose. The Serbs continually vowed to take Bosnia and Herzegovina
away from Austria. In response, Austria – Hungary vowed to crush
any Serbian effort to undermine its authority in the Balkans.
A Shot Rings Throughout Europe Into this poisoned atmosphere of
mutual dislike and mistrust stepped the heir to the Austria –
Hungarian throne. Archduke Franz Ferdinand, and his wife, Sophie.
On June 28, 1914, the couple paid a state visit to Sarajevo, the capital
of Bosnia. It would be their last. The royal pair was shot at pointblank range as they rode through the streets of Sarajevo in an open
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car. The killer was Gavrilo Princip, a 19-year old Serbian and member
of the Black Hand. The Black Hand was a secret society committed to
riding Bosnia of Austrian rule.
Because the assassin was a Serbian, Austria decided to use the
murders as an excuse to punish Serbia. On July 23, Austria presented
Serbia with an ultimatum containing numerous demands. Serbia knew
that refusing the ultimatum would lead to war against the more
powerful Austria. Therefore, Serbian leaders agreed to most of
Austria‟s demands. They offered to have several others settled by an
international conference.
Austria, however, was in no good to negotiate. The nation‟s leaders, it
seemed, had already settled on war. On July 28, Austria rejected
Serbia‟s offer and declared war. That same day, Russia, an ally of
Serbia with its largely Slavic population, took action. Russian leaders
ordered the mobilization of troops toward the Austrian border.
Leaders all cover Europe suddenly took notice. The fragile European
stability seemed ready to collapse into armed conflict. The British
foreign minister, the Italian government, and even Kaiser Wilhelm
himself urged Austria and Russia to negotiate. But, it was too late.
The machinery of war had been set in motion.
The Great War Begins
In response to Austria‟s declaration of war, Russia, Serbia‟s ally
began moving its army toward the Russian – Austrian border.
Expecting Germany to join Austria. Russian also mobilized along the
German border. To Germany, Russia‟s mobilization amounted to a
declaration of war. On August 1, the German government declared
war on Russia.
Russia looked to its ally France for help. Germany, however, did not
even wait for France to react. Two days after declaring war on Russia,
Germany also declared war on France. Soon afterward, Great Britain
declared war on Germany. Much of Europe was now locked in battle.
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Nations Take Sides By mid-August 1914; the battle lines were
clearly drawn. On one side were Germany and Austria – Hungary.
They were known as the Central Powers because of their location in
the heart of Europe. Bulgaria and the Ottoman Empire would later
join would later join the Central Powers in the hopes of regaining lost
territories.
On the other side were Great Britain, France and Russia. Together,
they were known as the Allied Powers or the Allies. Japan joined the
Allies within weeks. Italy joined later. Italy had been a member of the
Triple Alliance with Germany and Austria – Hungary. However, the
Italians joined the other side after accusing their former partners of
unjustly starting the war.
In the late summer of 1914, millions of soldiers marched happily off
to battle, convinced that the war would be short. Only a few people
foresaw the horror ahead. One of them was Britain‟s foreign minister,
Sir Edward Grey. Starting out over London at nightfall, Grey said
sadly to a friend “The lamps are going out all over Europe. We shall
not see them it again in our lifetime”.
The Conflict Grinds Along Facing a war on two fronts, Germany
had developed a battle strategy known as the Schlieffen Plan, named
after its designer, General Alfred Graf von Schlieffen. The plan called
for attacking and defeating France in the west and then rushing east to
fight Russia. The Germans felt they could carry out such a plan
because Russia lagged behind the rest of Europe in its railroad system
and thus would take longer to supply its front lines. Nonetheless,
speed was vital to the Schlieffen plan. German leaders knew they
needed to win a quick victory over France.
Early on, it appeared that Germany would do just that. By early
September, German forces had swept into France and reached the
outskirts of Paris. A major German victory appeared just days away.
On September 5, however, the Allies regrouped and attacked the
Germans northeast Paris, in the valley of the Marne River. Every
available soldier was hurled into the struggle. When reinforcements
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were needed, more than 600 taxicabs rushed soldiers from Paris to the
front. After four days of fighting, the German generals gave the order
of retreat.
Although it was only the first major clash on the Western front, the
First Battle of Marne was perhaps the single most important event of
the war. The defeat of the Germans left the Schlieffen Plan in ruins. A
quick victory in the west no longer seemed possible. In the east,
Russian forces had already invaded Germany. Germany was going to
have to fight a long war on two fronts. Realizing this, the German
high command sent thousands of troops from France to aid its forces
in the east. Meanwhile, the war on the Western Front settled into a
stalemate.
War in the Trenches By early 1915, opposing armies on the Western
Front had dug miles of parallel trenches to protect them from enemy
fire. This set the stage for what became known as trench warfare. In
this type of warfare, soldiers fought each other from trenches. And
armies traded huge losses of human life for pitifully small land gains.
Life in the trenches was pure misery. “The men step in mud, washed
in mud, ate mud and dreamed mud” wrote one soldier. The trenches
swarmed with rats. Fresh food was nonexistent. Sleep was nearly
impossible.
The space between the opposing trenches won the grim name “no
man‟s land”. When the officers ordered an attack, their men went over
the top of their trenches into this bombed-out landscape. There, they
usually met murderous rounds of machine-gun fire. Staying put,
however, didn‟t ensure one‟s safety. Artillery fire brought death right
into the trenches. “Shells of all calibers kept raining on our sector”.
Wrote one French soldier. “The trenches disappeared; filled with
earth … the air was un-breathable. Our blinded, wounded, crawling
and shouting soldiers kept falling on top of us and died splashing us
with blood. It was living hell”.
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The Western Front had become a “terrain of death” it stretched nearly
500 miles from the North Sea to the Swiss border. A British border
officer described it in a letter. Military strategists were at a loss. New
tools of war – machine guns, poison gas, armored tanks, and larger
artillery – had not delivered the fast-moving war they had expected.
All this new technology did was kill greater numbers of people more
effectively.
The slaughter reached a peak in 1916. In February, the Germans
launched a massive attack against the French near Verdun. Each side
lost more than 300,000 men. In July, the British army tried to relieve
the pressure on the French. British forces attacked the Germans
northeast of Verdun, in the valley of the Somme River. In the first day
of battle alone, more than 200,000 British soldiers were killed. By the
time the Battle of the Somme ended in November, each side had
suffered more than half a million casualties.
What did the warring sides gain? Near Verdun, the Germans
advanced about four miles. In the Somme valley, the British gained
about five miles.
The Battle on the Eastern Front
Even as the war on the Western Front claimed thousands of lives,
both sides were sending millions more men to fight on the Eastern
Front. This area was a stretch of battlefield along the German and
Russian border. Here, Russians and Serbs battled Germans and Austro
– Hungarians. The war in the east was a more mobile war that that in
the west. Here too, however, slaughter and stalemate were common.
Early Fighting At the beginning of the war, Russian forces had
launched an attack into both Austria and Germany. At the end of
August, Germany counterattacked near the town of Tannenberg.
During the four-day battle, the Germans crushed the invading Russian
army and drove it into full retreat. More than 300,000 Russian
soldiers were killed.
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Russia fared somewhat better against the Austrians. Russian forces
defeated the Austrians twice in September 1914, driving deep into
their country. Not until December of that year did the Austrian army
manages to turn the tide. Austria defeated the Russians and eventually
pushed them out of Austria-Hungary.
Russia Struggles By 1916, Russia‟s war effort was collapsed. Unlike
the nations of Western Europe, Russia had yet to become
industrialized. As a result, the Russian army was continually short on
food, guns, clothes, boots and blankets. Moreover, the allied supply
shipments to Russia were sharply limited by German control of the
Baltic Sea, combined with Germany‟s relentless submarine campaign
in the North Sea and beyond. In the south, the Ottomans still
controlled the straits leading from the Mediterranean to the Black Sea.
The Russian army had only one asset-its numbers. Throughout the
war the Russian army suffered a staggering number of battlefield
losses. Yet the army continually rebuilt its ranks from the country‟s
enormous population. For more than three years, the battered Russian
army managed to tie up hundreds of thousands of German troops in
the east. As a result, Germany could hurl its full fighting force at the
west.
Germany and her allies, however, were concerned with more than just
the Eastern or Western Front. As the war raged on, fighting spread
beyond Europe to Africa, as well as to Southwest and Southeast Asia.
In the years after it began, the massive European conflict indeed
became a world war.
Military Aviation
World War I introduced airplane warfare – and by doing so, ushered
in an area of tremendous progress in the field of military aviation.
Although the plane itself was relatively new and untested by 1914, the
warring nations quickly recognized its potential as a powerful
weapon. Throughout the conflict, countries or both sides built faster
and stronger aircraft, and designed them to drop bombs and shoot at
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one another in the sky. Between the beginning and end of the war, the
total number of planes in use by the major combatants soared from
around 850 to nearly 10,000. After the war, countries continued to
maintain a strong and advanced air force, as they realized that
supremacy of the air was a key to military victory.
War Affects the World
As the war dragged on, the main combatants looked beyond Europe
for a way to end the stalemate. However, none of the alliances they
formed or new battle fronts they opened did much to end the slow and
grinding conflict.
Battles in Africa and Asia In various parts of Asia and Africa,
Germany‟s colonial possessions came under assault. The Japanese
quickly overran German outposts in China. Also captured Germany‟s
Pacific Island Colonies. English and French troops attacked
Germany‟s four African possessions. They seized control of three.
Elsewhere in Asia and Africa, the British and French recruited
subjects in their colonies for the struggle. Fighting troops as well as
laborers came from India, South Africa, Senegal, Egypt, Algeria and
Indochina. Many fought and died on the battlefield. Others worked to
keep the front lines supplied. To be sure, some colonial subjects
wanted nothing to do with their European rulers‟ conflicts. Others
volunteered in the hope that service would lead to their independence.
This was the view of Indian political leader Mahatma Gandhi, who
supported Indian participation in the war. “If we would improve our
status through the help and cooperation of the British” he wrote, “it
was our duty to win their help by standing by them in their hour of
need”.
America Joins the Fight In 1917, the focus of the war shifted to the
high seas. That year, the Germans intensified the submarine warfare
that had raged in the Atlantic Ocean since shortly after the war began.
In January 1917, the Germans announced that their submarines would
sink without warning any ship in the waters around Britain. This
policy was called unrestricted submarine warfare.
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The Germans had tried this policy before. On May 7, 1915, a German
Submarine or U-boat had sunk the British passenger ship Lusitania.
The attack left 1,198 people dead, including 128 U.S. citizens.
Germany claimed that the ship had been carrying ammunition, which
turned out to be true. Nevertheless, the American public was
outraged. President Woodrow Wilson sent a strong protest to
Germany. After two further attacks, the Germans finally agreed to
stop attacking neutral and passenger ships.
Desperate for an advantage over the Allies, however, the Germans
returned to unrestricted submarine warfare in 1917. They knew it
might lead to war with the United States. They gambled that their
naval blockade would starve Britain into defeat before the United
States could mobilize. Ignoring warnings by President Wilson,
German U-boats sank three American ships.
In February, 1917, another German action pushed the United States
closer to war. Officials intercepted a telegram written by Germany‟s
foreign secretary. Arthur Zimmermann, stating that Germany would
help Mexico „re-conquer” the land it had lost to the United States if
Mexico would ally itself with Germany.
The Zimmermann note simply proved to be the last straw. A large
part of the American population already favored the Allies. In
particular, America felt a bond with England. The two nations shared
a common ancestry and language, as well as similar democratic
institutions and legal systems. More important, America‟s economic
ties with the Allies were far stronger than those with the Central
Powers. On April 2, 1917, President Wilson asked congress to declare
war on Germany. The United States entered the war on the side of the
Allies.
War Affects the Home Front
By the time the United States joined the Allies, the war had been
raging for nearly three years. In those three years, Europe had lost
more men in battle than in all the wars of the previous three centuries.
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The war had claimed the lives of millions and had changed countless
lives forever. The Great War, as the conflict came to be known
affected everyone. It touched not only the soldiers in the trenches, but
civilians as well.
Governments Wage Total War World War I soon became a total
war. This meant that countries devoted all their resources to the war
effort. In Britain, Germany, Austria, Russia and France, the entire
force of government was dedicated to winning the conflict. In each
country, the wartime government took control of the economy.
Governments told factories what to produce and how much.
Numerous facilities were converted to munitions factories. Nearly
every able-bodied civilian was put to work. Unemployment in many
European countries all but disappeared.
So many goods were in short supply that governments turned to
rationing. Under this system, people could buy only small amounts of
those items that were also needed for the war effort. Eventually,
rationing covered a wide range of goods, from butter to shoe leather.
Governments also suppressed antiwar activity, sometimes forcibly. In
addition, they censored news about the war. Many leaders feared that
honest reporting of the war would turn people against it. Governments
also used propaganda, one-sided information designed to persuade to
keep up morale and support for the war.
Women and the War Total war meant that governments turned to
help from women as men in factories, offices and shops. Women built
tanks and munitions plowed fields, paved streets and ran hospitals.
They also kept troops supplied with food, clothing and weapons.
Although most women left the work force when the war ended, they
changed many people‟s views of what women were capable of doing.
Women also saw the horrors of war firsthand, working on or near the
front lines as nurses. Here, American nurse Shirley Millard describes
her experience with a soldier who had lost both eyes and feet.
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He moaned through the bandages that his head was splitting with
pain. I gave him morphine. Suddenly aware of the fact that he had
numerous wounds, he asked: What is the matter with my legs?
Reaching down to feel his legs before I could stop him, he uttered a
heartbreaking scream. I held his hands firmly until the drug I had
given him took effect.
The Allies Win the War
With the United States finally in the war, the balance, it seemed was
about to tip in the Allies‟ favor. Before that happened, however,
events in Russia gave Germany a victory on the Eastern Front and
new hope for winning the conflict.
Russian Withdraws In March 1917, civil unrest in Russia due in
large part to war related shortages of food and fuel – forced Czar
Nicholas to step down. In his place a provisional government was
established. The new government pledged to continue fighting the
war. However, by 1917, nearly 5.5 million Russian soldiers had been
wounded, killed or taken prisoner. As a result, the war-weary Russian
army refused to fight any longer.
Eight months after the new government took over, a revolution shook
Russia. In November, 1917, Communist leader Vladimir Ilyich Lenin
seized power. Lenin insisted on ending his country‟s involvement in
the war. One of his first acts was to offer Germany a truce. In March
1918, Germany and Russia signed the Treaty of Brest-Litovsk, which
ended the war between them.
Central Powers Collapse Russia‟s withdrawal from the war at last
allowed Germany to send nearly all its forces to the Western Front. In
March 1918, the Germans mounted one final, massive attack on the
Allies in France. As in the opening weeks of the war, the German
forces crushed everything in their path. By late May 1918, the
Germans had again reached the Marne River. Paris was less than 40
miles away. Victory seemed within reach.
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By this time, however, the German military had weakened. The effort
to reach the Marne had exhausted men and supplies alike. Sensing
this weakness, the Allies – with the aid of nearly 140,000 Fresh U.S.
troops launched a counterattack. In July 1918, the Allies and Germans
clashed at the Second Battle of the Marne. Leading the Allied attack
were some 350 tanks that rumbled slowly forward, smashing through
the German lines. With the arrival of 2 million more American troops,
the Allied forces began to advance steadily toward Germany. Soon,
the Central Powers began to crumble. First the Bulgarians and then
the Ottoman Turks surrendered. In October, revolution swept through
Austria-Hungary. In Germany, soldiers mutinied and the public
turned on the Kaiser.
On November 9, 1918, Kaiser Wilhelm II stepped down. Germany
declared itself a republic. A representative of the new German
government met with French Commander Marshal Foch in a railway
car near Paris. The two signed an armistice or an agreement to stop
fighting. On November 11, World War I came to an end.
The Legacy of the War
World War I was in many ways, a new kind of war. It involved the
use of new technologies. It ushered in the notion of war on a grand
and global scale. It also left behind a landscape of death and
destruction such as was never before seen. Both sides in World War I
paid a tremendous price in terms of human life. About 8.5 million
soldiers died as a result of the war. Another 21 million were wounded.
In addition, the war led to the death of countless civilians by way of
starvation, disease and slaughter. Taken together, these figures spelled
tragedy an entire generation of Europeans wiped out.
The war also had a devastating economic impact on Europe. The great
conflict drained the treasuries of European countries. One account put
the total cost of the war at $338 billion, a staggering amount for that
time. The war also destroyed acres of farmland, as well as homes,
villages and towns.
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The enormous suffering that resulted from the Great War left a deep
mark on Western society as well. A sense of disillusionment settled
over the survivors. The insecurity and despair that many people
experienced and reflected in the art and literature of the time.
Another significant legacy of the war lay in its peace agreement. As
you will read in the next section, the treaties to end World War I were
forged after great debate and compromise. And while they sought to
bring a new sense of security and peace to the world, they prompted
mainly anger and resentment.
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Questions
1. What were the three forces at work in Europe that helped set the
stage of war?
2. Which countries comprised the Central Powers? Which
countries comprised the Allies?
3. What factors contributed to Russia‟s war difficulties?
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7

World War II

Everyday your Newspaper carries stories of the latest bombing raids
on London and other British cities. The Photographs of the
devastation are shocking. As you read the stories, you wonder what
the United States should do to help Great Britain, its longtime ally.
The editorial pages of the newspapers ask the same question. Should
the United States stand aside and let the European nations settle the
issues themselves? Should it offer help to Great Britain in the form of
arms and other supplies? Or should the United States join Britain in
its struggle against the Axis Powers?
Hitler’s Lightning War
During the 1930s. Hitler played on the hopes and fears of the Western
democracies. Each time the Nazi dictator grabbed new territory, he
moved again. After his moves into the Rhineland, Austria and
Czechoslovakia, Polish Corridor from German territory to give
Poland access to the sea. In 1939, Hitler demanded that the Polish
Corridor be returned to Germany.
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Germany Sparks a New War in Europe
Soviet dictator Joseph Stalin signed a ten-year nonaggression pact
with Hitler. After being excluded from the Munich Conference, Stalin
was not eager to join with the West. Also, Hitler had promised him
territory. In a secret part of the pact, Germany and the Soviet Union
agreed to divide Poland between them. They also agreed that the
USSR could take over Finland and the Baltic countries of Lithuania,
Latvia and Estonia.
Germany’s Lightning Attack After signing this nonaggression pact,
Hitler quickly moved ahead with plans to conquer Poland. His
surprise attack took place at dawn on September 1, 1939. German
tanks and troop trucks rumbled across the Polish border. At the same
time, German aircraft and artillery began a merciless bombing of
Poland‟s capital, Warsaw.
France and Great Britain declared war on Germany on September 3.
But Poland fell some time before those nations could make any
military response. After his victory, Hitler annexed the Western half
of Poland. That region had a large German population.
The German invasion of Poland was the first test of Germany‟s
newest military strategy – the „lightning war‟. It involved using fastmoving airplanes and tanks, followed by massive infantry forces, to
take enemy defenders by surprise and quickly overwhelm them. In the
case of Poland, the strategy worked.
The Soviets Make Their Move On September 17; Stalin sent Soviet
troops to occupy the eastern half of Poland. Stalin then moved to
annex countries to the north of Poland. Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia
fell without a struggle, but Finland resisted. In November, Stalin sent
nearly one million Soviet troops into Finland. The Soviets expected to
win a quick victory, so they were not prepared winter fighting. The
Finns were outnumbered and outgunned, but they fiercely defended
their country. In the freezing winter weather, soldiers on skis swiftly
attacked Soviet positions. In contrast, the Soviets struggled to make
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progress through the deep snow. The Soviets suffered heavy losses,
but they finally won through sheer force of numbers. By March 1940,
Stalin had forced the Finns to accept his surrender terms.
The Phony War After they declared war on Germany, the French
and British had mobilized their armies. They stationed their troops
along the Maginot Germany. There they waited for the Germans to
attack – but nothing happened. With little to do, the bored Allied
soldiers stared eastward toward the enemy. Equally bored, German
soldiers stared back from their Siegfried Line a few miles away.
Germans jokingly called it the sitzkriegor „sitting war‟. Some
newspapers referred to it simply as „the phony war‟.
Suddenly, on April 9, 1940, the calm ended. Hitler launched a
surprise invasion of Denmark and Norway. In just four hours after the
attack, Denmark fell. Two months later, Norway surrendered as well.
The Germans then began to build buses along the Norwegian and
Danish coasts from which they could launch strikes on Great Britain.
The Fall of France
In May of 1940, Hitler began a dramatic sweep through the
Netherlands, Belgium, and Luxembourg. This was part of a strategy
to strike at France. Keeping the Allies‟ attention on those countries,
Hitler sent an even larger force of tanks and troops to slice through
the Ardennes. This was a heavily wooded area in northern France,
Luxembourg and Belgium. Moving through the forest, the Germans
“squeezed between” the Maginot Line. From there, they moved across
France and reached the country‟s northern coast in ten-days.
Rescue at Dunkirk After reaching the French coast, the German
forces swung north again and joined with German troops in Belgium.
By the end of May 1940, the Germans had trapped the Allied forces
around the northern French city of Lille. Outnumbered, outgunned
and pounded from the air, the Allies retreated to the beaches of
Dunkirk, a French port city near the Belgian border. They were
trapped with their backs to the sea.
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In one of the most heroic acts of the war, Great Britain set out to
rescue the army. In sent a fleet of about 850 ships across the English
Channel to Dunkirk. Along with Royal Navy ships. Civilian craftyachts, lifeboats, motorboats, paddle steamers and fishing boats –
joined the rescue effort. From May 26 to June 4, this amateur armada,
under heavy fire from German bombers, sailed back and forth from
Britain to Dunkirk. The boats carried some 338,000 battle-weary
soldiers to safety.
France Falls Following Dunkirk, resistance in France began to
crumble. By June 14, the Germans had taken Paris. Accepting the
inevitable, French leaders surrendered on June 22, 1940. The
Germans took control of the northern part of the country. They left the
southern part to a puppet government headed by Marshal Philippe
Petain, a French hero from World War I. The headquarters of this
government was in the city of Vichy. After France fell, Charles de
Gaulle, a French general set up a government-in-a-exile in London.
He committed all his energy to re-conquering France. In a radio
broadcast from England, de Gaulle called on the people of France to
join him in resisting the Germans.
The Battle of Britain
With the fall of France, Great Britain stood alone against the Nazis.
Winston Churchill, the new British Prime Minister, had already
declared that his nation would never give in. in a rousing speech, he
proclaimed, “We shall fight on the beaches, we shall fight on the
landing grounds, we shall fight in the fields and in the streets ….. We
shall never surrender”.
Hitler now turned his mind to an invasion of Great Britain. His plan
was first to knock out the Royal Air Force (RAF) and then to land
more than 250,000 soldiers on England‟s shores. In the summer of
1940, the Luftwaffe, Germany‟s air force, began bombing Great
Britain. At first, the Germans targeted British airfields and aircraft
factories. Then, on September 7, 1940, they began focusing on the
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cities, especially London, to break British morale. Despite the
destruction and loss of life, the British did not waver.
The RAF, although badly outnumbered, began to hit back hard. Two
technological devices helped turn the tide in the RAF‟s favor. One
was an electronic tracking system known as radar. Developed in the
late 1930s, radar could tell the number, speed and direction of
incoming warplanes. The other device was a German code-making
machine named Enigma. A complete Enigma machine had been
smuggled into Great Britain in the late 1930s. Enigma enabled the
British to decode German secret messages. With information gathered
by these devices, RAF fliers could quickly launch attacks on the
enemy. To avoid the RAF‟s attacks, the Germans gave up daylight
raids in October 1940 in favor of night bombing. At sunset, the wail
of sirens filled the air as Londoners flocked to the subways, which
served as air-raid shelters. Some rode out the bombing raids at home
in smaller air-raid shelters or basements. This Battle of Britain
continued until May 10, 1941. Stunned with British resistance, Hitler
decided to call off his attacks. Instead, he focused on the
Mediterranean and Eastern Europe. The Battle of Britain taught the
Allies a crucial lesson. Hitler‟s attacks could be blocked.
The Mediterranean and the Eastern Front
The stubborn resistance of the British in the Battle caused a shift in
Hitler‟s strategy in Europe. He decided to deal with Great Britain
later. He then turned his attention east to the Mediterranean area and
the Balkans – and to the ultimate prize, the Soviet Union.
Air Forces Attack North Africa Germany‟s first objective in the
Mediterranean region was North Africa, mainly because of Hitler‟s
partner, Mussolini. Despite its alliance with Germany, Italy had
remained neutral at the beginning of the war. With Hitler‟s conquest
of France, however, Mussolini knew he had to take action. After
declaring war on France and Great Britain, Mussolini moved into
France.
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Mussolini took his next step in North Africa in September 1940.
While the Battle of Britain was raging, he ordered his army to attack
British-controlled Egypt. Egypt‟s Suez Canal was key to reaching the
oil fields of the Middle East. Within a week, Italian troops had pushed
60 miles inside Egypt, forcing British units back. Then both sides dug
in and waited.
Britain Strikes Back Finally in December, the British struck back.
The result was a disaster for the Italians. By February 1941, the
British had swept 500 miles across North Africa and had taken
130,000 Italian prisoners. Hitler had to step in to save his Axis
partner. To reinforce the Italians, Hitler sent a crack German tank
force, the Africa corps, under the command of General Erwin
Rommel. In late March 1941, Rommel‟s Africa corps attacked.
Caught by surprise, British forces retreated east to Tobruk, Libya.
After fierce fighting for Tobruk, the British began to drive Rommel
back. By mid-January 1942, Rommel had retreated to where he had
started. By June 1942, the tide of battle turned again. Rommel
regrouped, pushed the British back across the desert and seized
Tobruk – a shattering loss for the Allies. Rommel‟s successes in
North Africa earned him the nickname “Desert Fox”.
The War in the Balkans While Rommel campaigned in North
Africa, other German generals were active in the Balkans. Hitler had
begun planning to attack his ally. The USSR, as early as the summer
of 1940. The Balkan countries of South-eastern Europe were key to
Hitler‟s invasion plan. Hitler wanted to build bases in southeastern
Europe for the attack on the Soviet Union. He also wanted to make
sure that the British didn‟t interfere.
To prepare for his invasion, Hitler moved to expand his influence in
the Balkans. By early 1941, through the threat of force, he had
persuaded Bulgaria, Romania and Hungary to join the Axis powers.
Yugoslavia and Greece. Which had pro-British governments, resisted.
In early April 1941, Hitler invaded both countries. Yugoslavia fell in
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11 days. Greece surrendered in 17. In Athens, the Nazis celebrated
their victory by raising swastikas on the Acropolis.
Hitler Invades the Soviet Union With the Balkans firmly in control.
Hitler could move ahead with operation Barbarossa, his plan to invade
the Soviet Union. Early in the morning of June 22, 1941, the roar of
German tanks and aircraft announced the beginning of the invasion.
The Soviet Union was not prepared for this attack. Although it had the
largest army in the world, its troops were neither well equipped nor
well trained.
The invasion rolled on week after week until Germans had pushed
500 miles inside the Soviet Union. As the Soviet troops retreated, they
burned and destroyed everything in the enemy‟s path. The Russians
had used this scorched-earth strategy against Napoleon.
On September 8, German forces put Leningrad under siege. By early
November, the city was completely cut off from the rest of the Soviet
Union. To force surrender, Hitler was ready to starve the city‟s more
than 2.5 million inhabitants. German bombs destroyed warehouses
where food was stored. Desperately hungry, people began eating
cattle and horse feed, as well as cats and dogs and, finally, crows and
rats. Nearly one million people died in Leningrad during the winter of
1941 – 1942. Yet the city refused to fall.
Impatient with the progress in Leningrad, Hitler looked to Moscow,
the capital and heart of the Soviet Union. A Nazi drive on the capital
began on October 2, 1941. By December, the Germans had advanced
to the outskirts of Moscow. Soviet General George Zhukov
counterattacked. As temperatures fell, the Germans in summer
uniforms retreated. Ignoring Napoleon‟s winter defeat 130 years
before, Hitler sent his general a stunning order. “No retreat” German
troops dug in about 125 miles west of Moscow. They held the line
against the Soviets until March 1943. Hitler‟s advance on the Soviet
Union gained nothing but cost the Germans 500,000 lives.
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The United States Aids Its Allies
Most Americans felt that the United States should not get involved in
the war. Between 1935 and 1937, Congress passed a series of
Neutrality Acts. The laws made it illegal to sell arms or lend money to
nations at war. But President Roosevelt knew that if the Allies fell,
the United States would be drawn into the war. In September 1939, he
asked Congress to allow the Allies to buy American arms. The Allies
would pay cash and then carry the goods on their own ships.
Under the Lend-Lease Act, passed in March 1941, the president could
lend or lease arms and other supplies to any country vital to the
United States. By the summer of 1941, the U.S. Navy was escorting
British ships carrying U.S. arms. In response, Hitler ordered his
submarines to sink any cargo ships they met.
Although the United States had not yet entered the war, Roosevelt and
Churchill met secretly and issued a joint declaration called the
Atlantic Charter. It upheld free trade among nations and the right of
people to choose their own government.
The charter later served as the Allies‟ peace plan at the end of World
War II. On September 4, a German U-boat fired a U.S. destroyer in
the Atlantic. In response, Roosevelt ordered navy commanders to
shoot German submarines on sight. The United States was now
involved in an undeclared naval war with Hitler. To almost
everyone‟s surprise, however, the attack that actually drew the United
States into the war didn‟t come from Germany. It came from Japan.
Japan’s Pacific Campaign
Like Hitler, Japan‟s military leaders also had dreams of over
Manchuria in northeastern China. Six years later, Japanese armies
swept into the heartland of China. They expected quick victory.
Chinese resistance, however, caused the war to drag on. This placed a
strain on Japan‟s economy. To increase their resources, Japanese
leaders looked toward the rich European colonies of Southeast Asia.
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Surprise Attack on Pearl Harbor
By October 1940, Americans had cracked one of the codes that the
Japanese used in sending secret messages. Therefore, they were well
aware of Japanese plans for Southeast Asia. If Japan conquered
European colonies there, it could also threaten the Americancontrolled Philippine Islands and Guam. To stop the Japanese
advance, the U.S. government sent aid to strengthen Chinese
resistance. And when the Japanese overran French Indochina –
Vietnam, Cambodia and Laos – in July 1941, Roosevelt cut off oil
shipments to Japan.
Despite an oil shortage, the Japanese continued their conquests. They
hoped to catch the European colonial powers and the United States by
surprise. So they planned massive attacks on British and Dutch
colonies in Southeast Asia and on American outposts in the Pacific –
at the same time. Admiral Isoroku Yamamoto, Japan‟s greatest naval
strategist, also called for an attack on the U.S. fleet in Hawaii. It was,
he said, “A dagger pointed at (Japan‟s) throat” and must be destroyed.
Day of Infamy Early in the morning of December 7, 1941, American
sailors at Pearl Harbor in Hawaii awoke to the roar of explosives. A
Japanese attack was underway! U.S. military leaders had known from
a coded Japanese message that an attack may come. But they didn‟t
know when or where it would occur. Within two hours, the Japanese
had sunk or damaged 19 ships, including 8 battleships, moored in
Pearl Harbor; more than 2,300 Americans were killed – with over
1,100 wounded. News on the attack stunned the American people.
The next day, President Roosevelt addressed Congress. December 7,
1941, he declared, was “A date which will live in infamy”. Congress
quickly accepted his request for a declaration of war on Japan and its
allies.
Almost the same time of the Pearl Harbor attack, the Japanese
launched bombing raids on the British colony of Hong Kong and
American – controlled Guam and Wake Island. They also landed an
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invasion force in Thailand. The Japanese drive for a Pacific empire
was under way.
Japanese Victories
Lightly defended, Guam and Wake Island quickly fell to Japanese
forces. The Japanese then turned their attention to the Philippines. In
January 1942, they marched into the Philippine capital of Manila.
American and Filipino forces took up a defensive position on the
Bataan Peninsula on the northeastern edge of Manila Bay. At the
same time, the Philippine government moved to the island of
Corregidor just to the south of Bataan. After about three months of
tough fighting, the Japanese took the Bataan Peninsula in April.
Corregidor fell the following month.
The Japanese also continued their strikes against British possessions
in Asia. After seizing Hong Kong, they invaded Malaya from the sea
and overland from Thailand. By February 1942, the Japanese had
reached Singapore, strategically located at the southern tip of the
Malay Peninsula. After a fierce pounding, the colony surrendered.
Within a month, the Japanese had conquered the resource-rich Dutch
East Indies, including the Islands of Java, Sumatra, Borneo and
Celebes. The Japanese also moved westward, taking Burma. From
there, they planned to launch a strike against India, the largest of
Great Britain‟s colonies.
By the time Burma fell, Japan had taken control of more than 1
million square miles of Asian land. About 150 million people lived in
this vast area. Before these conquests, the Japanese had tried to win
the support of Asians with the anti-colonialists idea of “East Asia for
the Asiatics”. After victory, however, the Japanese quickly made it
clear that they had come as conquerors. They often treated the people
of their new colonies with extreme cruelty.
However the Japanese reserved the most brutal treatment for Allied
prisoners of war. The Japanese considered it dishonorable to
surrender, and they had contempt for the prisoners of war in their
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charge. On the Bataan death March – a forced march of more than 50
miles up the Peninsula – the Japanese subjected their captives to
terrible cruelties. One allied prisoner of war reported.
I was questioned by a Japanese officer, who found out that I had been
in a Philippine Scout Battalion. The Japanese hated the
Scouts…..Anyway, they took me outside and I was forced to watch as
they buried six of my scouts alive. They made the men dig their own
graves, and then had them kneel down in a pit. The guards hit them
over the head with shovels to stun them and piled earth on top.
The Allies Strike Back
After a string of victories, the Japanese seemed unbeatable.
Nonetheless, the Allies – mainly Americans and Australians – were
anxious to strike back in the Pacific. The United States in particular
wanted to revenge for Pearl Harbor. In April 1942, 16 B-25 bombers
under the command of Lieutenant Colonel James H. Doolittle bombed
Tokyo and several other Japanese cities. The bombs did little damage.
The raid, however, made an important psychological point on both
Americans and Japanese. Japan was vulnerable to attack.
The Allies Turn the Tide Doolittle‟s raid on Japan raised American
morale and shook the confidence of some in Japan. As one Japanese
citizen noted “We started to doubt that we were invincible”. In
addition, some Japanese worried that defending and controlling a vast
empire had caused them to spread their resources too thin. Slowly, the
Allies began to turn the tide of war. Early in May 1942, an American
fleet with Australian support intercepted a Japanese strike force
headed for Port Moresby in New Guinea. This city housed a critical
Allied air base. Control of the air base would put the Japanese in easy
striking distance of Australia.
In the battle that followed – the Battle of the Coral Sea – both sides
used a new kind of naval warfare. The opposing ships didn‟t fire a
single shot. In fact, they often could not see one another. Instead,
airplanes taking off from the huge aircraft carriers attacked the ships.
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The Allies suffered more losses in ships and troops than did the
Japanese. However, the Battle of the Coral Sea was something of a
victory, for the Allies had stopped Japan‟s southward advance.
The Battle of Midway Japan next targeted Midway Island, some
1,500 miles west of Hawaii, the location of a key American airfield.
Thanks to Allied code breakers, Admiral Chester Nimitz, Commander
in Chief of the U.S. Pacific Fleet, knew that the attack of Midway
would draw the whole of the U.S. Pacific Fleet from Pearl Harbor to
defend the Island.
On June 4, with American forces hidden beyond the horizon, Nimitz
allowed the Japanese to begin their assault on the island. As the first
Japanese planes got into the air, American planes swooped in to
attack the Japanese Fleet. Many Japanese planes were still on the
decks of the aircraft carriers. The strategy was a success. American
pilots destroyed 332 Japanese planes, all four aircraft carriers, and one
support ship. Yamamoto ordered his crippled fleet to withdraw. By
June 7, 1942, the Battle was over. The Battle of Midway turned the
tide of war in the Pacific.
An Allied Offensive
With morale high after their victory at Midway, the Allies took the
offensive. The war in the Pacific involved vast distances. Japanese
troops had dug in on hundreds of islands across the ocean. General
Douglas MacArthur, the Commander of the Allied land forces in the
Pacific, developed a plan to handle this problem
The Holocaust
As part of their vision for Europe, the Nazi‟s proposed a new racial
order. They proclaimed that the Germanic peoples or Aryans were a
„Master Race‟. The term actually refers to the Indo-European peoples
who began to immigrate into the Indian subcontinent around 1500
B.C. The Nazi‟s claimed that all non-Aryan peoples, particularly
Jewish people were inferior. This racist message would eventually
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lead to the Holocaust, the systematic mass slaughter of Jews and other
groups judged inferior by the Nazi.
The Holocaust Begins
To gain support for his racist ideas, Hitler knowingly tapped into a
hatred for Jews that had deep roots in European history. For
generations, many Germans, along with other Europeans, had targeted
Jews as the cause of their failures. Some Germans even blamed Jews
for their country‟s defeat in World War I and for its economic
problems after that war.
In time, the Nazi‟s made the targeting of Jews a government policy.
The Nuremberg Laws, passed in 1935, deprived Jews of their rights to
German citizenship and forbade marriages between Jews and nonJews. Laws passed later also limited the kinds of work that Jews could
do.
Night of Broken Class Worse was yet to come. Early in November
1938, 17-year old Herschel Grynszpan, a Jewish youth from Germany
was visiting an uncle in Paris. While Grynszpan was there, he
received a postcard. It said that after living in Germany for 27 years,
his father had been deported to Poland. On November 7, wishing to
avenge his father‟s deportation, Grynszpan shot a German diplomat
living in Paris.
When Nazi leaders heard the news, they launched a violent attack on
the Jewish community. On November 9, Nazi storm troopers attacked
Jewish homes, businesses, and synagogues across Germany and
murdered close to 100 Jews. An American in Leipzig wrote “Jewish
shop windows by the hundreds were systematically…smashed…. The
main streets of the city were a positive litter of shattered plate glass.
“It is for this reason that the night of November 9 became known as
Kristallnacht or “Night of Broken Glass”. A 14-year old boy
described his memory of that awful night:
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All the things for which my parents had worked for eighteen long
years were destroyed in less than ten minutes. Piles of valuable
glasses, expensive furniture, linens – in short, everything was
destroyed…. The Nazis left us, yelling. “Don’t cry to leave this house!
We’ll soon be back again and take you to a concentration camp to be
shot”.
A Flood of Refugees After Kristallnacht some Jews realized that
violence against them was bound to increase. By the end of 1939, a
number of German Jews had fled to other countries. Many however,
remained in Germany. Later, Hitler conquered territories in which
millions more Jews lived.
At first, Hitler favored emigration as a solution to what he called “The
Jewish problem”. Getting other countries to continue admitting
Germany‟s Jews became an issue, however. After admitting tens of
thousands of Jewish refugees, such countries as France, Britain and
the United States abruptly closed their doors to further immigration.
Germany‟s foreign minister observed “We all want to get rid of our
Jews. The difficulty is that no country wishes to receive them”.
Isolating the Jews When Hitler found that he could not get rid of
Jews through emigration, he put another plan into effect. He ordered
Jews in all countries under his control to be moved to designated
cities. In those cities, the Nazis herded the Jews into dismal,
overcrowded ghettos, or segregated Jewish areas. The Nazis then
sealed off the ghettos with barbed wire and stone walls. They hoped
that the Jews inside would starve to death or die from disease.
Even under these horrible conditions, the Jews hung on. Some,
particularly, the Jews in Warsaw, Poland, formed resistance
organizations within the ghettos. They also struggled to keep their
traditions. Ghetto theaters produced plays and concerts. Teachers
taught lessons in secret schools. Scholars kept records so that one day
people would find out the truth.
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The Final Solution
Hitler soon grew impatient waiting for Jews to die from starvation or
disease. He decided to take more direct action. His plan was called the
„Final Solution”. It was actually a program of genocide, the
systematic killing of an entire people.
Hitler believed that his plan of conquest depended on the purity of the
Aryan race. To protect racial purity, the Nazis had to eliminate other
races, nationalities or groups they viewed as inferior – as “subhumans”. They included Roma (gypsies), Poles, Russians,
homosexuals, the insane, the disabled, and the incurably ill. But the
Nazis focused especially on the Jews.
The Killings Begin As Nazi troops swept across Eastern Europe and
the Soviet Union, the killings began. Units from the SS (Hitler‟s elite
secretary force) moved from town to town to hunt down Jews. The SS
and their collaborators rounded up men, women, children, and even
babies and took them to isolated spots. They then shot their prisoners
in pits that became the prisoner‟s graves.
Jews in Communities not reached by the killing squads were rounded
up and taken to concentration camps, or slave-labor prisons. These
camps were located mainly in Germany and Poland. Hitler hopped
that the horrible conditions in the camps would speed the total
elimination of the Jews.
The prisoners worked seven days a week as slaves for the SS or for
German businesses. Guards severely beat or killed their prisoners for
not working fast enough. With meals of thin soup, a scrap of bread
and potato peelings, most prisoners lost 50 pounds in the first few
months. Hunger was so intense, recalled one survivor, “That if a bit of
soup spilled over, prisoners would…dig their spoons into the mud and
stuff the mess in their mouths”.
The Final Stage Hitler‟s war on the Jews turned toward the “Final
Solution” in 1942. The Nazis built extermination camps equipped
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with huge gas chambers that could kill as many as 6,000 human
beings in a day. When prisoners arrived Auschwitz, the largest of the
extermination camps. They paraded before a committee of SS doctors.
With a wave of the hand, these doctors separated the strong – mostly
– men – from the weak – mostly women, young children, the elderly
and the sick. Those labeled as weak would die that day. They were
told to undress for a shower and then led into a chamber with fake
showerheads. After the doors were closed, cyanide gas or carbon
dioxide poured from the showerheads or holes in the ceiling. All
inside were killed in a matter of minutes. Later, the Nazis installed
crematoriums or ovens to burn the bodies.
The Survivors Some six million European Jews died in these death
camps and in Nazi massacres. Fewer than four million survived.
Some escaped the horrors of the death camps with help from nonJewish people. These rescuers, at great risk to their own lives, hid
Jews in their homes or helped them to escape to neutral countries.
Those who survived the camps were changed forever by what they
had experienced. As Elie Wiesel, nearly 15 years old when he entered
Auschwitz, noted:
Never shall I forget the little faces of the children, whose bodies I saw
turned into wreaths of smoke beneath a silent blue sky. Never shall I
forget those flames which consumed my faith forever…Never shall I
forget those moments which murdered my God and my soul and
turned my dreams to dust…Never.
Jews Killed Under Nazi Rule
Poland
Soviet Union
Hungary
Romania
Germany/Austria

Original Jews
Population
3,300,000
2,100,000
404,000
850,000
270,000

Jews Killed

Percent Surviving

2,800,000
1,500,000
200,000
425,000
210,000

15%
29%
49%
50%
22%
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The Allied Victory
On December 22, 1941, just after Pearl Harbor, Winston Churchill
and President Roosevelt met at the White House to develop a joint
war policy. Stalin had asked his allies to relieve German pressure on
his armies in the east. He wanted them to open a second front in the
west. This would split the German‟s strength by forcing them to fight
major battles in two regions instead of one. Churchill agreed with
Stalin‟s strategy. The Allies would weaken Germany on two fronts
before dealing a deathblow. At first, Roosevelt was torn, but
ultimately he agreed.
The Tide Turns on Two Fronts
Churchill wanted Britain and the United States to strike first at North
Africa and southern Europe. The strategy angered Stalin. He wanted
the Allies to open the second front in France. The Soviet Union,
therefore, had to hold out on its own against the Germans. All Britain
and the United States could offer in the way of help was supplies.
Nevertheless, late in 1942, the Allies began to turn the tide of war
both in the Mediterranean and on the Eastern Front.
The North African Campaign General Irwin Rommel took the key
Libyan port city of Tobruk in June 1942. With Tobruk‟s fall, London
sent General Bernard Montgomery – “Monty” to his troops – to take
control of British forces in North Africa. By the time Montgomery
arrived, however, the Germans had advanced to an Egyptian village
called El Alamein, west of Alexandria. They were dug in so well that
British forces could not go around them. They only way to dislodge
them, Montgomery decided, were with a massive frontal attack. The
Battle of El Alamein began on the night of October 23. The roar of
about 1,000 British guns took the Axis soldiers totally by surprise.
They fought back fiercely and held their ground for several days. By
November 4, however, Rommel‟s army had been beaten. He and his
forces fell back.
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As Rommel retreated west, the Allies launched Operation Torch. On
November 8, an Allied force of more than 100,000 troops – mostly
Americans – landed in Morocco and Algeria. American general
Dwight D. Eisenhower led this force. Caught between
Montgomery‟s and Eisenhower‟s armies. Rommel‟s Africa Corps was
finally crushed in May 1943.
The Battle for Stalingrad As Rommel suffered defeats in North
Africa, German armies also met their march in the Soviet Union. The
German advance had stalled at Leningrad and Moscow late in 1941.
And the bitter winter made the situation worse. When the summer of
1942 arrived, however, Hitler sent his sixth army, under the command
of Friedrich Paulus, to seize the oil fields in the Caucasus Mountains.
The army was also to capture Stalingrad, a major industrial center on
the Volga River. The Battle of Stalingrad began on August 23, 1942.
The Luftwaffe went on nightly bombing raids that set much of the
city ablaze and reduced the rest to rubble. The situation looked
desperate. Nonetheless, Stalin had already told his commanders to
defend the city named after him to the death.
By early November 1942, Germans controlled 90 percent of the
ruined city. Then another Russian winter set in. On November 19,
Soviet troops outside the city launched a counterattack. Closing in
around Stalingrad, they trapped the Germans inside and cut off their
supplies. General Paulus begged Hitler to order a retreat. But Hitler
refused, saying the city was “to be held at all costs”. On February 2,
1943 some 90,000 frostbitten, half-starved German troops surrendered
to the Soviets. These pitiful survivors were all that remained of an
army of 330,000. Stalingrad‟s defense had cost the Soviets over one
million dollars. The city was 99 percent destroyed. However, the
Germans were now on the defensive, with the Soviets pushing them
steadily westward.
The Invasion of Italy As the Battle of Stalingrad raged, Stalin
continued to urge the British and Americans to invade France.
However, Roosevelt and Churchill decided to attack Italy first. On
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July 10, 1943, Allied forces landed on Sicily and captured it from
Italian and German troops about a month later.
The conquest of Sicily toppled Mussolini from power. On July 25,
King Victor Emmanuel III had the dictator arrested. On September 3,
Italy surrendered. But, the Germans seized control of northern Italy
and put Mussolini back in charge. Finally, the Germans retreated
northward and the victorious Allies entered Rome on June 4, 1944.
Fighting in Italy, however, continued until Germany fell in May 1945.
On April 27, 1945, Italian resistance fighters ambushed some German
trucks near the northern Italian city of Milan. Inside one of the trucks,
they found Mussolini disguised as a German soldier. They shot him
the next day and later hung his body in downtown Milan for all to see.
The Allied Home Fronts
Wherever Allied forces fought, people on the home fronts rallied to
support them. In war torn countries like the Soviet Union and Great
Britain, civilians endured extreme hardships. Many lost their lives.
Except a few of its territories, such as Hawaii, the United States didn‟t
suffer invasion or bombing. Nonetheless, Americans at home made a
crucial contribution to the Allied war effort. Americans produced the
weapons and equipment that would help win the war.
Mobilizing for War Defeating the Axis powers required mobilizing
for total war. In the United States, factories converted their peacetime
operations to wartime production and made everything from machine
guns to boots. Automobile factories produced tanks. A typewriter
company made armor-piercing shells. By 1944, between 17 and 18
million U.S. workers – many of them women – had jobs in war
industries.
With factories turning out products for the war, a shortage of
consumer goods hit the United States. From meat and sugar to tires
and gasoline, from nylon stockings to laundry soap, the American
government rationed scarce items. Setting the speed limit at 35 miles
per hour also helped to save gasoline and rubber. In European
Copyright © 2017 Somali Online University. All rights reserved

Page 77

countries directly affected by the war, rationing was even more
drastic.
To inspire their people to greater efforts, Allied governments
conducted highly effective propaganda campaigns. In the Soviet
Union, a Moscow youngster collected enough scrap metal to produce
14,000 artillery shells. And a Russian family used its life savings to
buy a tank for the Red Army. In the United States, youngsters saved
their pennies and bought government war stamps and bonds to help
finance the war.
War Limits Civil Rights Government propaganda also had a
negative effect. After Pearl Harbor, a wave of prejudice arose in the
United States against Japanese Americans. Most lived in Hawaii and
on the West Coast. The bombing of Pearl Harbor against Japanese
Americans. They were suddenly seen a “The enemy”. On February
19, 1942 President Roosevelt issued an executive order calling for the
internment of Japanese Americans because they were considered a
threat to the country.
In March, the military began rounding “Aliens” and shipping them to
relocation camps. The camps were restricted military areas located far
away from the assisting a Japanese invasion. However, two-thirds of
those interned were Nisei, native-born American citizens whose
parents were Japanese. Many of them volunteered for military service
and fought bravely for the United States, even though their families
remained in the camps.
Victory in Europe
While the Allies were dealing with issues on the home front, they also
were preparing to push toward victory in Europe. In 1943, the Allies
began secretly building an invasion force in Great Britain. Their plan
was to launch an attack on German held across the English Channel.
The D – Day Invasion By May 1944, the invasion force was ready.
Thousands of planes, ships, tanks, and landing craft and more than
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three million troops awaited the order to attack. General Dwight D.
Eisenhower, the commander of this enormous force, planned to strike
on the coast of Normandy, in northeastern France. The Germans knew
that an attack was coming. But they didn‟t know where it would be
launched. To keep Hitler guessing, the Allies set up a huge dummy
army with its own headquarters and equipment. This make-believe
army appeared to be preparing to attack the French sea port of Calais.
Code-named Operation Overlord, the invasion of Normandy was the
largest and sea attack in history. The invasion began on June 6, 1944
– known as D-Day. At down on that day, British, American, French
and Canadian troops fought their way onto a 60-mile stretch of beach
in Normandy. The Germans had dug in with machine guns, rocket
launcher and cannons. They sheltered behind concrete walls three feet
thick. Not surprisingly, the Allies took heavy casualties. Among the
American forces alone, more than 2,700 men died on the beaches that
day.
Despite heavy losses, the Allies held the beachheads. Within a month
of D-Day, more than one million additional troops had landed. Then,
on July 25, the Allies punched a hole in the German defenses near
Saint-Lo, and the United States Third Army, led by General George
Patton, broke out. A month later, the Allies marched triumphantly into
Paris. By September, they had liberated by France, Belgium and
Luxembourg. Then they set their sights on Germany.
The Battle of the Bulge As Allied forces moved toward Germany
from the West, the Soviet army was advancing toward Germany from
the east. Hitler now faced a war on two fronts. In a desperate gamble,
he decided to counterattack in the west. Hitler hoped a victory would
split American and British forces and break up Allied supply lines.
Explaining the reasoning behind his plan, Hitler said “This battle is to
decide whether we shall live or die…. All resistance must be broken
in a wave or terror”.
On December 16, German tanks broke through weak American
defenses along a 75-mile front in the Ardennes. The push into Allied
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lines gave the campaign its name – the Battle of the Bulge. Although
caught off guard, the Allies eventually pushed the Germans back. The
Germans had little choice but to retreat, since there were no
reinforcements available.
Germany’s Unconditional Surrender After the Battle of the Bulge,
the war in Europe rapidly drew to a close. In late March 1945, the
Allies rolled across the Rhine River into Germany. By the middle of
April, a noose was closing around Berlin. About three million Allied
soldiers approached Berlin from the southwest. Another six million
Soviet troops approached from the east. By April 25, 1945, the
Soviets had surrounded the capital and were pounding the city with
artillery fire.
White Soviet shells burst over Berlin, Hitler prepared for his end in an
underground headquarters beneath the crumbling city. On April 29, he
married his longtime companion, Eva Braun. The next day, Hitler and
Eva Braun committed suicide. Their bodies where then carried
outside and buried.
On May 7, 1945, General Eisenhower accepted the unconditional
surrender of the Third Reich from the German military. President
Roosevelt, however, didn‟t live to witness the long-awaited victory.
He had died suddenly on April 12, as Allied armies were advancing
toward Berlin. Roosevelt‟s successor, Harry Truman, received the
news of the Nazi surrender. On May 9, the surrender was officially
signed in Berlin. The United States and other Allied powers
celebrated V-E Day – Victory in Europe Day. After nearly six years
of fighting, the war in Europe had ended.
Victory in the Pacific
Although the war in Europe was over, the Allies were still fighting the
Japanese in the Pacific. With the Allied victory at Guadalcanal,
however, the Japanese advances in the Pacific had been stopped. For
the rest of the war, the Japanese retreated before the counterattack of
the Allied powers.
Copyright © 2017 Somali Online University. All rights reserved

Page 80

The Japanese in Retreat By the fall of 1944, the Allies were moving
in on Japan. In October, Allied forces landed on the island of Leyte in
the Philippines. General Douglas MacArthur, who had been ordered
to leave the islands before their surrender in May 1942, waded ashore
ay Leyte with his troops. On reaching the beach, he declared “People
of the Philippines, I have returned”.
Actually, the takeover would not be quite that easy. The Japanese had
devised a bold plan to halt the Allied advance. They would destroy
the American fleet, thus preventing the Allies from resupplying their
ground troops. This plan, however, required risking almost the entire
Japanese fleet. They took this gamble on October 23, in the Battle of
Leyte Gulf. Within four days, the Japanese navy had lost disastrously
– eliminating it as a fighting force in the war. Now, only the Japanese
army and the feared Kamikaze stood between the Allies and Japan.
The Kamikazes were Japanese suicide pilots. They would sink Allied
ships by crash-driving their bomb-filled planes into them.
In March 1945, after a month of bitter fighting and heavy losses,
American Marines took two Jima, an island 760 miles from Tokyo.
On April 1, U.S. troops moved onto the island of Okinawa, only about
350 miles from southern Japan. The Japanese put up a desperate fight.
Nevertheless, on June 21, one of the bloodiest land battles of the war
ended. The Japanese lost over 100,000 troops and the Americans
12,000.
The Atomic Bomb
On the eve of World War II, scientists in Germany succeeded in
splitting the nucleus of a uranium atom, releasing a huge amount of
energy. Albert Einstein wrote to the president Franklin Roosevelt and
warned him that Nazi Germany might be working to develop atomic
weapons. Roosevelt responded by giving his approval for an
American program, later code – named the Manhattan Project, to
develop an atomic bomb. Roosevelt‟s decision set off a race to ensure
that the United States would be the first to develop the bomb.
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At precisely 8:16 AM, the atomic bomb exploded above Hiroshima, a
city on the Japanese Island of Honshu.
Impact of the Bombing
Ground temperatures
7000°F
Hurricane force winds
980 miles per hour
Buildings destroyed
62,000 buildings
Killed immediately
70,000 people
Dead by the end of 1945
140,000 people
Total death related to A – bomb
210,000 people
The overwhelming destructive power of Hiroshima bomb, and of the
bomb dropped on Nagasaki three days later, changed the nature of
war forever. Nuclear destruction also led to questions about the ethics
of scientists and politicians who chose to develop and use the bomb.

The Japanese Surrender after Okinawa, the next stop for the Allies
had to be Japan. President Truman‟s advisers had informed him that
an invasion of the Japanese homeland might cost the Allies half a
million lives. Truman had to make a decision whether to use a
powerful new weapon called the atomic bomb, or A – bomb. Most of
his advisors felt that using it would bring the war to the quickest
possible end. The bomb had been developed by the top – secret
Manhattan Project, headed by General Leslie Groves and Chief
Scientist J. Robert Oppenheimer. Truman first learned of the new
bomb‟s existence when he became president.
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The first atomic bomb was exploded in a desert in New Mexico on
July 16, 1945. President Truman then warned the Japanese. He told
them that unless they surrendered, they could expect a “rain of ruin
from the air”. The Japanese didn‟t reply. So, on August 6, 1945, the
United States dropped an atomic bomb on Hiroshima, a Japanese city
of nearly 350,000 people. Between 70,000 and 80,000 people died in
the attack. Three days later, on August 9, a second bomb was dropped
on Nagasaki, a city of 270,000. More than 70,000 people were died.
Radiation fallout from the two explosions killed many more.
The Japanese finally surrendered to General Douglas MacArthur on
September 2. The ceremony took place around aboard the United
States battleship Missouri in Tokyo Bay. With Japan‟s surrender, the
war had ended. Now, countries faced the task of rebuilding a war-torn
world.
The Human Cost of War
The global nature of World Wars I and II wreaked a level of
destruction unknown before. National economies were exhausted:
Farmland towns and villages were destroyed. More soldiers died in
World War I than in all the conflicts of the previous three centuries
and millions more died in World War II. Civilians died by the
millions as a result of military operations, concentration campus, the
bombing towns and cities and starvation or disease.
Military Cost Both sides in the two world wars suffered tremendous
military casualties, including dead, wounded, and missing in action.
About 8.5 million soldiers died in World War I and 19.4 million in
World War II.
Civilian Cost Civilians suffered not only as the direct victims of war,
but also from the loss of their homes, the workplaces that gave them
an income and produced useful goods, and the farms that supplied
food. They also experienced the unsanitary conditions that resulted
from bombing.
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Questions
1. Why did President Franklin Roosevelt want to offer help to the
Allies?
2. What factors do you think a country‟s leaders consider when
deciding whether to surrender or fight?
3. What brought about the Japanese surrender?

Copyright © 2017 Somali Online University. All rights reserved

Page 84

